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FOREWORD 
 

 

It was a great honour for us to be able to hold this important conference in the prestigious 
surroundings of Windsor Castle.  It is the principal home of Her Majesty The Queen, who 
graciously permitted us to be there.   Her representative, the Constable and Governor of the Castle, 
Admiral Sir James Perowne, opened it for us.  Windsor Castle has for a thousand years been at the 
heart of English history and, as the Governor reminded us, it became the epicentre of religious 
division when, in the Civil Wars of the mid-seventeenth century, it was the final prison of King 
Charles I.   

This conference was in many ways the culmination of AMAR’s work in recent years.  The whole 
world has been shocked by ISIS and its cruelty, but what we sought to do at this conference was to 
find the underlying causes of such behaviour and to propose ways forward for when the conflicts 
are diminished and eventually over, as assuredly they will be.  This was therefore planned to be a 
practical conference seeking solutions to the long-term problems brought about by so much conflict 
and forced migration.  Our aim will be nothing less than to produce a new kind of Marshall Plan for 
the Yazidis in particular and the Middle Eastern region generally. 

We were therefore greatly privileged to be able to focus on the plight of the Yazidis and their 
ancient culture and religion.  We are not aware of any other conference in Europe that has done this 
to the same extent.  The presence of the Prince of the Yazidis, spiritual head of his community, 
strengthened our resolve and ensured that everyone there was well informed about his people.   

This conference set out examples from German, Jewish, Rwandan and other histories to see how 
reconciliation and reconstruction can emerge after long conflicts. The case of the First Nation 
North Americans, as told from the heart by a descendant of survivors of near decimation, was 
especially apt.    

This was a wide-ranging event which took appropriate note of the importance of education and the 
need to protect culture and heritage.  Above all it was predicated on the need to make justice central 
to any kind of post conflict resolution. 

It would not have been possible to organise this event without the support of our sponsors and of 
many wise individuals, led by Elder Holland.  Their wisdom enriched our discussions. 

 
 
 
Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne 
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RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION: THE DRIVER FOR FORCED MIGRATION 
 

Windsor Castle 10 to 14 September 2016 

Narrative Summary 
 

Introduction 

This conference, convened by permission of Her Majesty The Queen in the uniquely historic surroundings of 
Windsor Castle in England, had two primary objectives: to find the triggers that have activated religious 
persecution down the ages, and which continue to do so, and to consider practical measures that will lead to 
the return to their homeland, and rehabilitation there, of the Yazidi people in northern Iraq, whose suffering 
today is on an epic scale.  

The Conference was opened by Admiral Sir James Perowne, Governor and Constable of Windsor Castle, 
who welcomed the participants on behalf of The Queen.  He spoke of Windsor’s long tradition, stretching 
back to the English civil war in the mid seventeenth-century, of providing a setting for the resolution of 
complex political, ethical and moral situations.   He hoped that the present occasion would continue that 
tradition.  Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne responded by describing how the Conference had come 
about and what its purposes were.  The world had been shocked by the cruelty of extremist movements in 
many parts of the world, but none more so than in the ancient homeland of the Yazidi people, whose religion 
and culture deserves a global recognition they have never been accorded.   She called for new plan along the 
lines of the Marshall plan after the Second World War, which would focus on the Yazidis but which be 
adaptable to other situations resulting from other conflicts and genocides. 

To consider the issues and to propose practical solutions an invited group of over sixty well informed people 
gathered at Windsor over four days.  They included faith group leaders, among them the spiritual head of the 
Yazidis, academics, practitioners from non-government organisations, British and Iraqi Government officials 
and international representatives.   What follows is an account of their deliberations and their 
recommendations for immediate action. 

Acts of Religious Persecution 

Baroness Nicholson reminded the Conference that the resolution of all problems rooted in the victimisation 
of peoples must reside in justice.  The ancient culture of the Yazidis had been degraded 72 times throughout 
history.  Only an enforcement of the rule of law could save them from perpetual subjugation and even 
extinction.   

Her appeal was echoed by Baroness Anelay of St John’s, Minister of State at the United Kingdom Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, who in a filmed statement spoke of the emotional trauma and lasting scars which 
all violence and upheaval, but especially sexual violence, wreaks on those who experience it.   She emphasised 
the importance of fighting the stigma which so often results from sexual violence in conflicts, so that the 
victim not only suffers the immediate humiliation and pain of their ordeal but is left with a lasting sense of 
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shame as though they had somehow been responsible for the abuse committed against them.  She said that 
there could be no lasting peace and stability without respect for victims. 

These was a theme picked up by His Highness The Prince of the Yazidis, spiritual head of the community, 
who was with the Conference throughout.  He welcomed the hand of friendship which everyone present was 
extending and pleaded that the wider world should not forget the Yazidi people, as they often felt had been 
the case. 

‘Friendship is critical.  When you say you are my friend, we are friends until I die’.  
H.H.Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali, Prince of the Yazidis 

The Prince’s theme was echoed by the distinguished author and moral thinker Dr Theodore Zeldin, who 
spoke of desire of all peoples to be understood and appreciated.  Part of the human condition is to express 
curiosity about others:  without this there is little chance of according respect.   The Yazidis had been the 
victims of intolerance because those perpetrating it had not tried to talk with them or understand them.   

This need to ensure proper dialogue with everyone who suffers in conflicts, whether individuals or 
communities, was born out by the stories which ensued pertaining to past conflicts and to the resolution 
processes which in many cases had followed.  Backed by specially commissioned research papers, which had 
been read by participants prior to the conference, histories were related at various points in the Conference 
concerning religious movements, in particular the Huguenots, the Jews and the Mormons, and whole nations, 
such as Germany, Rwanda and the United States of America.  

In addressing these histories, the Reverend Ruth Scott, whose own experience was rooted in confronting 
divisions in Northern Ireland, spoke of the need to choose language carefully and precisely.  It might, for 
example, be better to talk of ‘conflict transformation’ rather than to speak blandly of ‘reconciliation’.  Her 
view was that in the end every party involved in a conflict should be involved in its resolution, including the 
aggressor. 

Ruth Scott identified five common drivers of religious persecution – inequality, indignity, ignorance, power 
and an identity under threat.  All applied in their different ways in the histories outlined by Dr Richard Benda, 
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland, Professor Paul Kerry and Rabbi Shlomo Farhi, and in the contextual papers written 
by Vesna Popovski.  Indeed, a thread throughout the Conference was the similarities that occur in the 
situations that face victims of religious persecution across the ages, regardless of where they take place and 
whatever the apparent causes. 

Dr Benda comes from Rwanda, scene of a genocidal policy in the 1990s which had defeated even the 
intervention of the United Nations.   He posed the question ‘How do you act morally and resist revenge 
when morality itself has been destroyed?’   The answer had to be in the pre-eminence of the rule of law, with 
justice serving as a prerequisite of a desire for reconciliation.  In Rwanda local judges had tried 400,000 
people and held a million hearings.   This had brought about a deep commitment to the goal of reconciliation.  
Those in any way practically involved in the restoration of Yazidi rights should have the same passion and 
determination. 

‘My aspiration is to make reconciliation a new Jihad.’     Dr. Richard Benda 
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Elder Holland echoed this in outlining the experience of the Mormons in America in the nineteenth-century.  
Though he would not claim that their persecution had the same degree of utter callousness as that now faced 
by the Yazidis, there were similarities.  Members of the Church of the Latter Day Saints had been 
misunderstood, persecuted, displaced and in some cases killed.  Today was very different, with Mormons 
successfully integrated into the world community.  It had happened because their sense of identity and strong 
faith had sustained them.  Organised participation through a centralised church had led to engagement with 
civil society.  Neighbourly assistance and relief efforts had aided the movement to safety of innumerable 
church members.  Lastly, petitions for redress had been drawn up by non-Mormons, hired by church 
members to represent them – in other words, there had been a reaching out by the ‘victims’ towards other 
faiths and communities appealing for their help.   

Rabbi Farhi gave acute and moving testimony of his own family history, with relatives murdered in the anti-
Jewish pogroms of the 1930s and continuously abused and humiliated in different countries and circumstances.   
It was important to remember and honour these people, but it was also vital to accept that all conflicts not 
only create victims but they produce survivors, born in the midst of terrible destruction.  We must all ensure 
that these young people have an identity separate from the trauma of their birth, and by means of recording 
their stories and placing them on social media we can strengthen this identity and share in it. Sometimes it is 
necessary to move on and not just hanker for what was possible in the past. 

‘If you see yourself as a victim and seek eternal reparations and return to inaccessible lands, you will 
wallow in self-pity and never leave that place.’ 

Rabbi Shlomo Farhi 

Rabbi Farhi’s determination that the stories of the past should be kept alive, but enhanced by new stories 
derived from experiences not only before and during conflict but in the forward-looking aftermath, was fully 
shared by Professor Eric Tippeconnic.  His very name, he pointed out, was a reference to his people’s history, 
as it derived from the Comanche word for ‘stone house’, actually the jail in which his ancestor had been 
placed at the end of the nineteenth century.  Tippeconnic spoke of how the Native American population had 
been reduced by 1900 to fewer than 300,000 as the result of being hunted, but in the space of one hundred 
years had risen back to nearly three million.  His people’s was a story of determination to survive through the 
instruments of education and a willingness to compromise with the system of the coloniser in order to gain a 
platform for their rights and way of life. 

The Yazidis 

Much of the conference focused on the particular plight of the Yazidis, driven from their homeland in 
northern Iraq by systematic abuse, violation and extreme hostility.  Dr Mamou Othman, an academic from 
the University of Duhok, explained that part of the tragedy of the Yazidi people came from the indifference 
of the world to their suffering brought about as much as anything by an absence of awareness that it was 
going on.  The Prince of the Yazidis appealed to the Conference ‘to interfere as a moral lobby’.  He expressed 
on behalf of his people and his faith his great desire that there should be an international effort to establish a 
Yazidi province with self-rule around the city of Sinjar.    

Dr Ali Nasser Muthanna, Regional Manager of AMAR in Iraq, spoke of the importance of moving on from 
the blighted past to think of the future as a new era.  Practical methods would need to be used to re-establish 
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the Yazidi people.  As part of this AMAR had identified a village close to Sinjar where a new health centre, 
school and community hall would be established to help Yazidis returning to their homeland.    

‘The most important thing is to spread the feeling that they are owners of that land.’   
Dr Ali Nasser Muthanna 

 

Practical actions lay ahead not only in re-settlement projects such as building programmes and creating new 
governance in the Yazidi region, but also in raising international awareness of what Yazidi culture and religion 
actually are.  It was a theme developed by Canon Dr Edmund Newell, Principal of Cumberland Lodge, 
Windsor, a charitable foundation of royal provenance dedicated to ethical discussion.  Canon Newell said that 
there was far too much acquiescence internationally in the literally demonising view of the Yazidis as devil 
worshippers and that until this misunderstanding was corrected by a process of education the Yazidi people 
would always be treated in an unequal manner.   It was therefore essential to involve Yazidis in larger inter-
faith networks.  Cumberland Lodge, one of the partner organisations in this Conference, was helping this 
process by convening a programme of discussions that would lead to a publication explaining the true values 
of the Yazidi religion.  There was a recognition throughout the Conference that this religion had the right to 
be recognised as a world faith. 

Though Da’esh were perpetrating some of the worst crimes against the Yazidis, there was valuable discussion 
at the Conference about whether there was a different kind of threat to their religion by third parties trying to 
make it more palatable to the people with whom it co-exists by stripping it of some of its distinctiveness.  
This would not be a profitable thing to do because it denied the Yazidi people their true inheritance.  It was 
pointed out that other religious movements had been subject to the same reductiveness and it had usually 
compounded rather than resolved the tensions surrounding them. 

‘The problem is not whether the Yazidis are monotheists or not.  The problem is that they should be 
respected regardless’.   
Dr.Peter Petkoff 

There was a general desire by Conference participants to utilise the tools of domestic and international legal 
human rights to promote and, if necessary, to enforce acceptance of the status of Yazidi culture and religion. 

Religious Persecution: Prevention and Intervention 

Sir Malcolm Evans, Chair of the United Nations Sub-Committee for the Prevention of Torture, believed that 
it was impossible to remove religious persecution altogether.  The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Derby 
shared the view that persecution could never be totally eradicated, but he believed that much progress could 
be made if we are prepared to invoke the spiritual side of human nature.  Much so-called religious 
persecution, he believed, was not religiously based at all but ‘in defence of our bloc’.   

Baroness Nicholson spoke of patterns of behaviour that precede religious persecution.  If these could be 
identified then there was more probability of prevention.  These warning signs would as likely be economic or 
cultural as religious.  Her belief was that ‘the more common denominators we discover, the more advantage 
we have to divert these crimes’.    
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There was consensus at the Conference that there is a need to establish monitoring mechanisms to detect 
imminent acts of persecution.  These would need to be both local and international.  In particular – a point 
elaborated by Mariela Neagu, who had written an informative background paper on the rights of children, 
drawing especially from the Romanian experience – it was vital to increase international protections for 
internally displaced children, since they were often the most vulnerable victims of persecution. 

‘If children grow up in a culture of tolerance our future will be brighter.’   
Dr. Hussein Nayyaf 

There was much conviction that the rule of law was essential for remedying the consequences of religious 
persecution.  Chief Justice Kauger’s background paper for the Conference showed a model of success for the 
implementation of a programme of justice for victims.  Dr Barbara Harrell-Bond’s long experience of 
working with refugees had assured her that the provision of legal aid to internally displaced persons, refugees 
and migrants is essential if they are to be allowed to present their testimonies and make their case for 
reparations.  Partly, too, there is a need for awareness training of lawyers and all those involved in legal 
processes.  As the Bishop of Derby pointed out, this was not something unique to conflict zones.  The 
government of the United Kingdom was intending to train judiciaries to understand better how sexuality can 
be used by aggressors as a powerful weapon to destroy identity.  Given the scale of sexual abuse of abducted 
Yazidis, it was obvious that the same systems of training would be needed for the judiciaries assisting their 
rehabilitation. 

Throughout the Conference there was a strong recognition that culture was not only a means of asserting the 
sense of self-worth in all human beings, but could be an instrument of reclamation.  Professor Michael 
Bochmann’s presentation on the importance of music as an expression of ourselves played a key part in this.  
The Yazidis have a particular veneration of music – and it was one of the delights of the Conference that an 
opportunity was provided to hear a distinguished Yazidi singer perform. 

Justice for Victims of Conflict 

With contributions from the distinguished human rights lawyer Baroness Kennedy, from Sharon Eubank, 
Director of LDS Charities, and from lawyers such as Damon Parker, a trustee of AMAR, it was agreed that 
there needed to be immediate practical actions.  A programme of stabilisation and recovery must always 
follow conflict.   LDS Charities had such a programme in hand in northern Iraq, but it would require a 
massive international determination to be comprehensive.  In the particular case of the Yazidis AMAR would 
be standing by to assist with all aspects of resettlement, a process which must include resolution of land 
ownership, transitional justice initiatives, women’s empowerment, protection of cultural heritage and job 
creation.   

‘It is the right of the Yazidi people to practice their ancient faith in peace.  Many Yazidis wish to return 
to the Sinjar region and to their religious centre in Lalish, but only if their life can be secure.’     

Hazem Tahseen Saeed, Deputy to the Prince of the Yazidis 
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RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE AMAR WINDSOR 
CONFERENCE 2016 
 

Acts of Religious Persecution 

The conference: 

• Calling on the United Nations and its funding partners to recognise that religion and its 
accompanying varied cultural frameworks guide in some measure the thoughts and actions 
of most of humanity.  

• Noting with sorrow the hostile actions which all too frequently arise from religious disputes, 
accepts that these are a principal reason for forced migration, and calls for this to be 
addressed within and alongside humanitarian and other crisis responses.  

• Accepting too, that the root cause of the Yazidi trauma is an ancient theological dispute, 
from which springs the crimes of Da’esh; 

Demands long-overdue recognition by all faiths and each nation of the Yazidi religion with its 
associated culture, according to the articles of the Westminster Declaration of 12 My 2016, by which 
all parties are fully committed to:  

a. Lifting up in joy and partnership the Yazidi faith to bring universal recognition and 
acceptance of this ancient and noble way of worship; 

b. Ensuring that the highest respect and honour is accorded to the Yazidi religion, in the 
knowledge that it has an assured place in the historic pantheon of great religions whose 
hallmarks are the teaching and practice of tolerance; 

c. Restoring to the Yazidi people in full health and dignity their ancient religion, music, 
culture, habitations and ways of life.  

And requests through the good offices of the Federal Republic of Iraq the immediate inclusion of 
the Yazidi culture as an integral part of the UN Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage.  

Forced Migration 

The conference: 

• Calling on the United Nations, governments and parliaments to address the gap between 
the rhetoric of International Aid, and its reality whereby the torrent of financial 
contributions from generous populations are blocked by a succession of dams as they flow 
through various systems, resulting in a trickle reaching the target victims.  
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• Accepting the grim realities and hopelessness arising from the promises undelivered to the 
world’s 60 million refuses and unnumbered IDP’s globally whose plight arises from forced 
migration. 

• Accepting too that almost all victims of forced migration seek a return home that the 
average length of stay in a refugee camp is now 11 years, and the stay of squatters is 24 years.  

• Recognizing that the prevalence of sexual violence in conflict means that it is critical that it 
remains at the forefront of the international political agenda and is fully recognised as a 
crime against humanity at the international level. 

Demands that governments and donor institutions:  

a. Refocus their endeavors on swiftly and effectively assisting the return home of the 
encamped victims of forced migration through rebuilding essential services, restitution of 
lands and provision of appropriate security.  

b. Ensure, where a quick return may not be possible in all cases, provision within the camps of 
health, education, water, sanitation and cultural, artistic, sporting, worship and occupational 
opportunities, including the hiring if IDPs for a majority of camp jobs.  

And calls on the United Nations to: 

a. Establish a global conference on preventing sexual violence in conflict, to meet every 
four years, working with all concerned parties to ensure that the relevant UN 
conventions are implemented fully;  

b. Ensure sexual and gender-based violence is on the agenda of the Commission on the 
Status of Women, and the Committee on the Convention on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women.  

c. Ensure that in peacekeeping initiatives women have right to 30% representation on 
negotiating bodies. 

The Yazidi Situation 

The conference calls upon all governments, international and local institution and individuals to:  

• Accept the Yazidi cry for help as a highest priority with its concomitant risk of 
extermination, and act to ensure the survival and regeneration of its ancient faith and 
honourable and hard-working people;  

• Create identifiable audit chains and full financial accountability to deliver 90% of donor 
funds for Yazidi villages to rebuild, equip and staff essential services, in line with AMAR and 
LDS Charity models of development and inter-faith community cooperation by rebuilding 
an operating a health centre, school and village hall.  

• Partner the federal and regional governments of Iraq in their time of extreme military, civil 
and economic challenge to:  

a. Examine and strengthen all laws relating to the recognition of minority religions 
including Christians, Yazidis, Mandeans, Shabaks, Turkmen and other minority groups;  
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b. Replicate and expand programming based on the current AMAR Combating Religious 
Discriminations project into a national program across Iraq which would conduct 
education at two levels 

i. The General Public – Education about all religions, human rights, women’s 
rights and democracy with the aim of accepting each other on the basis of shared 
principles; 

ii. Interfaith dialogue – work to gain support for Yazidis as a global beneficent faith 
by involving them within major interfaith networks promoting interaction and 
understanding between all sects, parties and groups, looking beyond mutual 
tolerance to long term friendship.  

c. Provide timely justice, compensation, support and land restoration for the Yazidi 
victims of the crisis to help them rebuild their families and communities.  

Address the vulnerability of Child IDPs 

The conference demands that the United Nations: 

a. Adopts an optional protocol on internally displaced children; thus allowing internally 
displaced children the same level of protection under international law accorded to 
refugees;   

b. Creates a mechanism for the registration of internally displaced children as soon as they 
reach official camps to preserve their identity, prevent their further abuse through rape, 
trafficking and force marriage and to reunify them with their families which form the 
heart of child protection mechanisms through the UN Convention of the Rights of the 
Child;  

c. Provides for all children encamped , with no distinction and without delay, basic health 
and full education at all levels, disregarding age, gender, family situation or duration of 
the child’s stay;  

d. Provides significant additional protection, support and training for the many thousands 
of sexually abused women and girls in the Yazidi situation in the knowledge that once 
abused, the victims are prime candidates to be abused again.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The main body of the text was derived from notes taken during the conference.  It aims to capture the spirit of what 
was said.  As such, it reflects the variation in style of the many speakers. 

From Saturday 10 to Tuesday 14 September the AMAR International Charitable Foundation, 
Cumberland Lodge and LDS Charities hosted a four-day conference to identify and combat religious 
persecution likely to result in forced displacement and produce a model of assistance for rebuilding 
and reconciliation in the aftermath of displacement. This is the first of a planned series of 3 annual 
conferences.  Future conferences will note and measure progress and set direction and action for the 
following year.  

Religious persecution is continuous and frequent.  This religious persecution often leads to 
displacement, which is also continuous and prevalent.  Yet we continue to react to displacement and 
forced migration as occasional, rather than a frequent recurrence..  The aim of the conference was to 
look at better ways of preventing religious persecution, and how we could respond better.  

Specific objectives were to: 

1) Identify early warning signs of religious persecution likely to result in physical displacement 
and promote community reconciliation activities to diminish the prospect of persecution and 
inter-communal violence. 

2) Improve the conditions of religious minorities, with specific reference to the incidents 
affecting minorities on the Nineveh plain, by recommending actions to ensure that Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) and refugees are given access to services as a part of their basic 
human rights.  

3) Produce a workable model for rebuilding and reconciling communities in the aftermath of 
forced displacement and crimes against humanity. 

The conference brought together experts, representatives of the major religions and key minorities 
with Iraqi frontline service providers, academics, NGO practitioners, British and Iraqi Government 
officials and international representatives. Through a series of speeches and expert panels, participants 
reviewed historical and contemporary displacements driven by religious persecution, with a focus on 
the specific case of the Yazidi minority and other minorities from the Nineveh plain in Iraq.  
 
The conference was fortunate with the experts who gave of their time.  
 
At the end of the conference summary observations and recommendations were provided across three 
areas. 
 

1) Acts of Religious Persecution 

The conference: 

Calling on the United Nations and its funding partners to recognise that religion and its accompanying and varied 
cultural frameworks guide in some measure the thoughts and actions of most of humanity. 
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Noting  with sorrow the hostile actions which all too frequently arise from religious disputes, accepts that these are a 
principal reason for forced migration, and calls for this to be addressed within and alongside humanitarian and other 
crisis responses. 

Accepting , too, that the root cause of the Yazidi trauma is an ancient theological dispute, from which spring the crimes 
of Daesh. 

1. Demands long overdue recognition by all faiths and each nation of the Yazidi religion with its 
associated culture according to the articles of the Westminster Declaration of 12 May 2016 by 
which all parties are fully committed to: 

a. Lifting up in joy and partnership the Yazidi faith to bring universal recognition and 
acceptance of this ancient and noble way of worship; 

b. Ensuring that the highest respect and honour is accorded to the Yazidi religion, in the 
knowledge that it has an assured place in the historic pantheon of great religions whose 
hallmarks are the teaching and practice of tolerance. 

c. Restoring to the Yazidi people in full health and dignity their ancient religion, music, 
culture, habitations and ways of life. 

2. Requests through the good offices of the Federal Republic of Iraq the immediate inclusion of 
the Yazidi culture as an integral part of the UN Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage. 

 
2) Forced Migration 

The conference: 

Calling on the United Nations, governments and parliaments to address the gap between the rhetoric of international 
aid and its reality whereby the torrent of financial contributions from generous populations are blocked by a succession of 
dams as they flow through various systems, resulting in a trickle reaching the target victims 

Accepting  the grim realities and hopelessness arising from the promises undelivered to the world’s 60 million refugees 
and unnumbered IDPs globally whose plight arises from forced migration. 

Accepting, too, that almost all victims of forced migration seek a return home; that the average length of stay in a 
refugee camp is now 11 years, and the stay of squatters is 24 years.  

Recognising  that the prevalence of sexual violence in conflict means that it is critical that it remains at the forefront 
of the international political agenda and is fully recognised as a crime against humanity at the international level. 

1. Demands that governments and donor institutions refocus their endeavours on swiftly and 
effectively assisting the return home of the encamped victims of forced migration through 
rebuilding essential services, restitution of lands, and provision of appropriate security. 

a. Where a quick return may not be possible in all cases, to ensure provision within the 
camps of health, education, water, sanitation and cultural, artistic, sporting, worship 
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and occupational opportunities, including the hiring of IDPs for a majority of camp 
jobs. 

2. Calls on the United Nations to: 

a. Establish a global conference on preventing sexual violence in conflict, to meet every four 
years, working with all concerned parties to ensure that the relevant UN conventions are 
implemented fully. 

b. Ensure sexual and gender-based violence is on the agenda of the Commission on the Status 
of Women, and the Committee on the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women. 

c. Ensure that in peacekeeping initiatives women have a right to 30% representation on 
negotiating bodies. 

 

3. The Yazidi situation 

The conference: 

Calls upon all governments, international and local institutions and individuals to: 

1. Accept the Yazidi cry for help as a highest priority with its concomitant risk of extermination, 
and act to ensure the survival and regeneration of its ancient faith and honourable and hard-
working people; 

2. Create identifiable audit chains and full financial accountability to deliver 90% of donor funds 
for Yazidi villages to rebuild, equip and staff essential services, in line with AMAR and LDS 
Charity models of development and inter-faith community cooperation by rebuilding and 
operating a health center, school and village hall.  

3. Partner the federal and regional governments of Iraq in their time of extreme military, civil 
and economic challenge to: 

a. Examine and strengthen all laws relating to the recognition of minority religions including 
Christians, Yazidis, Mandeans, Shabaks, Turkmen, and other minority groups. 

b. Replicate and expand programming based on the current AMAR Combating Religious 
Discrimination project into a national program across Iraq which would conduct education at 
two levels: 

I. The General Public - Education about all religions, human rights, women’s rights and 
democracy with the aim of accepting each other on the basis of shared principles. 

II. Interfaith Dialogue – Work to gain support for Yazidis as a global beneficent faith by 
involving them within major interfaith networks promoting interaction and 
understanding between all sects, parties and groups, looking beyond mutual tolerance 
to long-term friendship. 

c. Provide timely justice, compensation, support and land restoration for the Yazidi victims of 
the crisis to help them rebuild their families and communities. 
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4. Address the vulnerability of child IDPs by: 

a. Demanding that the United Nations adopt an optional protocol on internally displaced 
children; thus allowing internally displaced children the same level of protection under 
international law accorded to refugees. 

b. Creating a mechanism for the registration of internally displaced children as soon as they 
reach official camps to preserve their identity, prevent their further abuse through rape, 
trafficking and forced marriage and to reunify them with their families which form the heart 
of child protection mechanisms through the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. 

c. Providing for all children encamped, with no distinction and without delay, basic health and 
full education at all levels, disregarding age, gender, family situation, or duration of the child’s 
stay. 

d. Providing significant additional protection, support and training for the many thousands of 
sexually abused girls and women in the Yazidi situation in the knowledge that once abused, 
the victims are prime candidates to be abused again. 
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FULL REPORT OF PANELS AND BREAK-OUT GROUPS 
 

Saturday 10 September 2016 
 

 
 
Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne 
 
We are gathered here to examine a terrible problem, and the importance in addressing this issue cannot 
be overstated. We are all shocked by ISIS, however, who is taking action in regards to the crisis of the 
Yazidi people? Millions are forced to live in camps and millions more displaced from their homes, and 
somehow we are content to accept this reality.  
 
I know LDS and AMAR are unhappy with this reality. I know the US and UK governments are 
unhappy with this; therefore, we must seek a solution to this long-term problem. We must seek a new 
Marshall plan focused on Yazidis and extrapolate that in other situations. We are here to examine why 
this ancient culture has been degraded 72 times throughout history. To understand how to reconcile 
and reconstruct this issue, we pull examples from the persecution of Judaism in Nazi German, as well 
as looking at Oklahoma which is a wonderful example of success.  
 
Justice is central to reaching a resolution. 
 
Baroness Anelay of St. Johns 
 
The UK is committed to protecting the right to religious freedom and combating discrimination on 
the grounds of religion. More than 70,000 British military personnel and police have been trained in 
combatting sexual violence and 30 million pounds have been allocated to ending sexual violence.  
 
The emotional trauma left from sexual violence leaves lasting scars and the international community 
needs to come together to help survivors rebuild their lives and heal their scars. Fighting the stigma 
placed on many victims of sexual violence is imperative to ensure the victim holds no blame. We must 
continue to support and make changes to domestic laws. Peace and stability is needed to rebuild for 
those like the Yazidi people, and by working together we will succeed.  
 
 

Opening Statements 
 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne Chairman, AMAR International Charitable 
Foundation          

Baroness Anelay of St. Johns Minister for Human Rights, UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office 
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HH Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali (following a musical introduction) 
 
I welcome the conference’s attempts to understand the Yazidi faith. I urge assistance for Yazidi 
refugees in Western countries and for all Iraqi minorities. Friendship is critical. When you say you are 
my friend, we are friends until I die. My plea today is please do not forget the Yazidi people. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Religious persecution: the reality 
 

H.H. Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali Prince of the Yazidis 

Dr. Mamou Farhan Othman Lecturer in English, University of Duhok 

Dr. Theodore Zeldin Conference President 
 

Figure 1  HH Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali, Prince of the 
Yazidis, who graced the conference with his presence.  
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Dr. Mamou Othman 
 
I am grateful for the efforts to take us [Yazidis] out of the misconception we suffer from. We can 
create an atmosphere of mutual respect that will breed a new generation living in a more 
compassionate world. It is time that we discover who our friends are. 
 
Yazidis are in full support of human rights, women’s rights, democracy and the basic principles of 
humanity. The discourse in Iraq is dominated by violence, fear and anger. Along with other Iraqi 
minorities we want to live in a world where all people accept each other and live together without 
discrimination or persecution. We seek to uphold human dignity and peaceful human existence. 
Women’s rights, human rights and democracy are all required to put an end to extremists, otherwise 
extremism will put an end to mankind. Humanity should be the biggest religion for everyone. 
 
In the words of Mahatma Gandhi: “I came to the conclusion long ago that all religions were true and 
that also that all had some error in them, and while I hold by my own religion, I should hold other 
religions as dear as Hinduism. So we can only pray, if we were Hindus, not that a Christian should 
become a Hindu; but our innermost prayer should be that a Hindu should become a better Hindu, a 
Muslim a better Muslim, and a Christian a better Christian.” 
 
Dr. Theodore Zeldin 
 
Regarding potential outcomes for this conference, we must 
learn from each other’s experience, but humbly keep in mind 
that all previous people who have met on these subjects have 
not been especially successful.   
 
It is not compassion that I ask for, it is curiosity. People want 
to be understood and appreciated. It is no good saying you have 
the freedom to say what you like if nobody will listen. People 
want appreciation and encouragement. Nobody can live 
without encouragement. 
 
200 years ago it was lawyers saying we can have liberty, equality 
and fraternity. But we live in a world of misunderstanding. 
When we converse it is impossible not to misunderstand. Our 
brain has a sieve that filters out things that we don’t agree with. We cannot solve the Yazidi problem 
without solving the universal problem of the incompetence, stupidity and fear within humanity.  
 
Perhaps it will take us 100 years to get nearer, and even then, not to a solution. A true solution may 
be impossible. Therefore we shouldn’t come with solutions, we should come with experiments. The 
Yazidi case can be an test case for dealing with serious intolerance. 
 
Nations are built on the idea that you can exclude others not of that nation. It is a system built on 
intolerance. I would argue that it’s not tolerance that we want. It is understanding and ultimately 
something more valuable than tolerance, appreciation and respect. Because tolerance may still show 
disinterest, neglect and separation. 
 

"Humanity should be the 
biggest religion for 
everyone" 

Dr. Mamou Othman 

"It is not compassion that 
I ask for, it is curiosity. 
People want to be 
understood and 
appreciated" 

Dr. Theodore Zeldin 
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How do we go about this? We have been telling people to be good for centuries, and they have been 
bad. Religious prophets have told everybody not to behave like this, and have had only very partial 
success. We must create friendships but you don’t create friendship by law. My own experiment is to 
ask what I can do by speaking one to one. Respect will not be earned unless you know I deserve it. 
 
I have been helping with two such experiments: 

1) Speaking to people in one of the poorest cities in England, with over 1.3 million 
immigrants, about their ambitions, aspirations and neglected talents. 

2) Dialogue between Turks and Armenians, focusing them on topics other than their hate. 
What makes them happy to be alive, what is their shared humanity? 

 
Let us learn how to turn difference and disagreement into something valuable. This conference is a 
beginning and we should listen to all those people who often do not have a voice, particularly women. 
Let us leave humbly and say we are stupid and try to be more intelligent. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
- Make one town an experiment in toleration, equality, and communications across groups. Focus 

on all aspects of the town to ensure the experiment’s success. 
- Ensure the education of a new generation across the Middle East in human rights, women’s rights 

and democracy, building a new society accepting each other based on two principles: love God 
and love one’s neighbour. 

- Promote interaction, understanding and friendships between all sects, parties and groups, looking 
beyond the establishment of tolerance between groups in the long term. 

 
Dr. Hussein Nawaf 
 
There is a war inside us, a conflict between the requirements of religion and the requirements of being 
a good citizen, because religion says I am right, therefore others are wrong.  This conflict can be solved 
by dialogue, not force. 
 
Dr. Zeldin 
 
We should never believe we have all the truth.  
 
Baroness Nicholson  
 
How does one treat those uninterested in others?  
 
Dr. Zeldin  
 
One should get them to talk about themselves. Even with an enemy, find a common interest, as in 
the case of the Saudi who suggested that Saudi and western musicians should play together. 
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Alastair Niven 
 
Throughout the conference, conflicts in Germany, Croatia, North America, Romania, and Rwanda 
will be referred to. Crises for the Mormons, Huguenots and Jews will also be referenced in order to 
gain a better understanding of mistakes made in the past and how to move forward. Here with us we 
have a huge bank of experience from which to learn.  We have to understand ourselves before 
understanding others.  
 
Rev. Ruth Scott 
 
Too often so many have the need to learn from first-hand experiences rather than taking lessons from 
the past. The persecuted and the persecutors are not always clearly defined, and in some cases could 
be interchangeable. History has taught us that many times these may be one and the same person; for 
who is wholly guilty or wholly innocent? Additionally, the cause of religious persecution is not always 
clearly rooted in an exclusively religious cause; in some cases the fight between political parties is 
perceived as a religious fight. We should think of religion as an identifier, not a faith. Religious 
persecution is symptomatic of a deeper rooted human problem: the complexity to accept pain, reflect, 
and take appropriate action.  
 
I present to you five common drivers behind religious persecution: 

1. An identity under threat (e.g., the rise of islamophobia in the UK; issues surrounding refugees 
and migration). When one feels as though their own identity is under threat by a group 
perceived as an “other”, this creates an environment of fear, and it is fear that lies as the main 
motivator.  

2. Inequality – An unjust economic system leads to tensions between those who perceive others 
as having more, and those who have more could be the target of that anger. Scapegoats are 
quite common in conflict. If I hurt, I feel more controlled.  

3. Indignity – experiences of humiliation are rooted in those who persecute others. Many believe 
that humiliation of Germany after WWI and the Versailles Treaty led to the rise of the Nazi 
party and the actions taken in WWII.  

Religious persecution: what can be learned from a history of violence and reconciliation? 
 

Dr. Alastair Niven Panel Chair 
Rev. Ruth Scott Facilitator, Media and Broadcaster 
Dr. David Kirkham Academic Director and Professor at Brigham 

Young University London Centre 
Dr. Richard M. Benda Research Fellow, Luther King House College, 

University of Manchester 
 



The AMAR Windsor Conference  

Page 24 of 66 

4. Ignorance – 70% of ISIS members surveyed knew nothing about Islam. The ignorant are easy 
to manipulate and can cause great harm through their ignorance.  

5. Power – An immoral use of power by those who exercise it.  

Instead of using the term “reconciliation” I prefer “conflict transformation” as where there is life, 
there is the possibility of transformation. In order to gain insight into conflict, we must listen to all 
parties involved, including the aggressors, helping them to rediscover their own power opposed to 
dictating how they should act. This compounds the problem by causing further humiliation upon the 
oppressor, who may at some point have been the oppressed. No one is wholly innocent. People want 
their voices heard on both sides of a conflict. However, many times those who attempt to connect 
with their enemy to end a conflict, meet opposition from both their own party and their enemies. Yet, 
religious communities need to take more direct responsibility for development within their own 
communities. It is easy to say “they are not part of us” when a group is killing in the name of the same 
god, but religious leaders and the larger community must actively serve in the development of their 
faith and dialogue with others.  
   
Furthermore, engagement of women, against whom so much violence is perpetrated, is wholly lacking. 
Where rape is often used as a weapon of war, women’s groups feel ignored and always spoken for. 
Only 2% of signatories to international peace agreements are women. 
 
The wounds of one generation impact the next and the next and the next.  
 
 
David Kirkham 
 
The German experience shows how an extremist ideology, once broadly accepted, can be 
delegitimised. Another example is British delegitimisation of slavery. There are two ways to 
delegitimise an ideology: persecution or force. Force does not change hearts, and the conversions of 
ISIS members are probably not sincere.  
 
Often the notion of human rights is based off the idea that some goods are valued to all and all are 
entitled to these goods, spoken in abstract with vague consequences. When a population is in conflict, 
the threat to human rights is common, and it is the role of political and societal leaders, supported by 
the larger population, to express what needs to be protected. I therefore provide a framework for the 
analysis of what the common good may be: 

• Social attitudes that affect behaviour  
• Persecution by the state and society – a balance between freedom and chaos must be found 

to avoid cycles of intolerance. When in a culture of intolerance, there are two possible routes 
to achieve a change in societal attitudes: 

o By force – a more often ineffective tactic 
o By persuasion – the natural choice by utilizing the family, religion and media.  
o A combination of both 

• Delegitimisation of ideas  
 

There are then four questions you must ask to understand how to begin to change these attitudes: 
1. How legitimate is the desire to change one’s attitude? 
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2. Whose ideas need to change? Will those who once we persecuted persecute once in power in 
the name of retaliation? 

3. Which attitudes need to change? 
4. Who or what are the forces of change that will lead to delegitimization? 
5. Where can one expect resistance? 
6. How legitimate is their resistance? 
7. How can these goals be accomplished? 
8. What are the risks involved? 

 
Old attitudes eventually develop into the new, many times through education, family and peers, 
media and the teaching of equality in religion.  
 
Dr. Richard Benda 
 
Living in a post genocide Rwanda was a nightmare where 400,000 Tutsi survivors lived amongst Hutu 
with the physical and mental scars of the unspeakable crimes committed against them. Rwanda became 
a “dualist society”, where the offender and offended lived in one state without the possibility of a 
geographical divide. What resulted was Tutsi military leaders serving over a majority population of 
those who killed their loved ones. As a result, questions arose: how do you act morally when morality 
has been destroyed? How does one resist the urge to seek revenge? In Rwanda, I found the answer to 
this is two ways: 

1. The restoration of the rule of law 
2. Justice serving as a prerequisite of a desire for reconciliation.  

a. Local judges tried 400,000 people and held a million hearings.  
 
To address the hundreds of thousands of cases of individuals accused for the Rwandan genocide, 
judges were elected by communities to hold traditional Gacaca court trails. The post-genocide process 
in Rwanda was not perfect; however, engaging local agencies to achieve local justice leads to 
communities attempting to live in peace in the absence of recognising complete reconciliation. I 
increasingly struggle with the term “post-conflict” because it leads you to believe that something has 
been broken. “Post-conflict” means the ball has been dropped. I more prefer the Japanese Kintsugi 
belief of seeing the beauty in the broken. 
 
In a political conflict between two ethnic groups, Islam was the only institution that actively resisted 
the genocide. The Muslim community in Rwanda used their mosques, community centers and homes 
to shelter Tutsis and this manifested into a jihad against ignorance and into a jihad of reconciliation in 
order to live as one Rwanda. Islam served as a means to deconstruct ethnicity into solidarity, changing 
group boundaries between the Tutsis and Hutus and adapting jihad into a political reality. As a 
historically marginalised group in Rwanda, Muslims resisted the ideological hysteria that swept the 
country to keep their beliefs and integrity when so much around them was threatened. My aspiration 
is to make reconciliation a Jihad.  
 
In conclusion, we should remember that when one has been a victim of atrocities, they live in fear, 
and a society that fears other human beings is a dangerous place to be.  
 
Panel Discussion  
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Indoctrination and the manipulation of the ignorant, as previously mentioned, is often at the root of 
these crimes. Through strong relationships, through understanding those who may be viewed as an 
“other,” you can begin to chip away at engrained views of prejudice. The ability to self-reflect and 
confront your past, whether as the perpetrator or the perpetrated, make you able to identify the lessons 
of the past.  
 
For extremists groups such as Daesh, it is not as simple as showing them the past or the harm their 
crime inflicts. As humans, our nature allows us to recognise truth and goodness that resonates with 
all. However, indoctrination is persuasive and deceptive. Removing these falsehoods established in 
indoctrination and establishing relationships across cultures will lead to a softening of the heart and 
plant the seed to recognising the truth.  
 
In closing, it is important to remember that people who hold strong beliefs and are secure in their 
own identifies, especially if isolated from the majority, can often be seen as a threat to those more 
insecure in their identities. Judgements made without understanding the experiences of others 
perpetuate this problem, leading to further misunderstandings, ignorance and violence.   
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Sunday 11 September 2016 
 

 
 
Richard Crow  
 
I would like to give my apologies that Dr. Nezar Ismet Taib is unable to attend having not received 
his UK visa in time for the conference. Dr. Nezar had over 2 million IDPs under his medical care in 
Duhok governorate, which had a pre-crisis population of 2.5-3 million. However, the Yazidis will 
instead provide an outline of their situation within Iraq. 
 
Dr. Othman Mamou 
 
Mass graves have been discovered in the Librad area north of Sinjar mountain, in Daesh controlled 
areas. Thousands of children have become orphans. 45 Yazidi shrines have been blown up. 2,642 
captured girls have returned, but many hundreds or thousands remain in captivity. We are still living 
in tragedy but most people are not aware of our situation, and the media coverage that does cover the 
situation frame it as a religious issue and depict Yazidi abductees as if they were not Iraqi. 
 
All we ever wanted was to live peacefully with the different Iraqi communities without discrimination, 
since we have been subject to repeated genocide by neighbouring communities. I am sure you can’t 
imagine the horror in which we live as a religious minority among millions. I urge you and ask in the 
name of humanity to help us get rid of the terrorists. 
 
Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna 
 
We are working together to try and lessen the suffering. Now 
we are talking about a new era. At AMAR, we are committed 
deeply to helping people return back. The most important 
vision is how to spread the feeling that they are owners of that 
land. We are identifying a village outside Sinjar and are 
launching an appeal to rebuild their health center, school and 
village hall. 
 
 
Faheema Hassan Saleh 
 

Awareness Briefings 
 

Dr. Mamou Othman Moderator  
Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna 
Faheema Hassan Saleh 

AMAR Iraq Manager 
Yazidi Delegate 

H.H. Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali        Prince of the Yazidis 

 

"All we ever wanted was 
to live peacefully with the 
different Iraqi 
communities without 
discrimination" 

Dr. Mamou Othman 



The AMAR Windsor Conference  

Page 28 of 66 

The security situation is bad. The main problem in Sinjar is that we have different parties with their 
own weapons, followers and soldiers and they are not united. 
 
HH Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali 
 
The main problem with Sinjar is the political tension among the parties. I kindly request you to 
interfere as more than just a moral lobby by telling those who are responsible for tensions to help the 
Yazidis, and give them an opportunity to establish a province for itself, Sinjar, with self-rule. We do 
not discourage a diverse society and other minorities are encouraged to live there too but we suggest 
that the Nineveh plain should be an independent, self-ruled province for all minorities – Shebek, 
Yazidis, and Turkmen. 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna presented a recently completed needs assessment of five camps. 
 
AMAR’s survey was designed by a Professor of community medicine in Basra and conducted by the 
AMAR team. It was matched against national figures. In 2003 we hoped that a new era had started in 
Iraq, but unfortunately this era has included frequent terrorist attacks, including the invasion of Mosul, 
Salahaddin, Ramadi, and Fallujah by Daesh. 
 
The Yazidis were invaded, their men were killed, their women humiliated, captured, raped and sold in 
markets. It is hard for any human to accept and see on mobile phone videos of people who are proud 
about buying and selling girls. Once displaced, they are often denied any access to a job. 
 
Iraq as a country is facing a financial crisis which means they cannot provide government jobs to fill 
the gap. There is also the prospect of more than 1 million additional IDPs from Mosul besides the 
over 3 million already displaced. To be honest, it’s a dark picture. 
 
Our survey showed that IDPs are not satisfied with their situation, particularly shelter, electricity, and 
access to employment, though they do report that security and access to safe drinking water have 
greatly improved. Nonetheless, they are not satisfied with the federal government response, who they 
believe has not done enough to support them. They are generally satisfied with local government and 
UN institutions, though they find them to be very sluggish in their response. Their best impressions 
are of NGOs who have been providing direct assistance. 
 
What is most depressing is that IDPs have no expectations for a 
better future or that things will improve in the next 1-2 years. How 
should we deal with these problems? 
 

- Coordination with partners; 
- Advocacy for IDP needs; 
- Proper management of resources to minimise 

waste. 
 
Recommendations: 

"What is most 
depressing is that IDPs 
have no expectations 
for a better future.”  

Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna 
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- Recognise that the Nineveh plain should be an independent, self-ruled province for all 

minorities – Shebek, Yazidis, and Turkmen. 
- Ensure access to occupational activities (paid employment or otherwise) for IDPs and encourage 

the hiring of IDPs for jobs within the camps (98% of AMAR camp staff are IDPs). 
- Hold UNHCR and other bodies to account regarding the effective use of their resources. 

 
 
 

 

Alastair Niven  
 
This panel will be dealing with religious persecution in the abstract, opposed to the previous day’s 
panels looking at religious persecution historically. We will discuss the question: is it possible to 
achieve the prevention of religious persecution? 

 
Professor Sir Malcolm Evans 

 
Sir Malcolm had worked on mechanisms to secure international religious freedom and prevent torture. 
Torture was now seen as a global wrong. Ultimately, we cannot prevent religious persecution and we 
cannot completely eliminate it from occurring because of the impossibility for people to be continually 
vigilant and the risk of complacency.  It was very important to remember the possibility that the 
situation could move backwards. Progress was not inevitable. When a community is in crisis, they 
should be able to trigger global interest to offer intervention; however the crisis of the Yazidi people 
has not been framed in terms of religious persecution, but in more of a general humanitarian need.  
 
The large lack of understanding and the existing framework to prevent religious persecution have led 
to the international community only responding to religious persecution, rather than preventing it, 
with no leadership offered to prevent history from repeating itself. The international community 
should engage those working in difficult situations such as police and prison officers to discover best 
practices to find out what factors cause violence to begin with, not just focus on what actions should 
be taken after.  

Religious persecution:  
Prevention of religious persecution - can it be achieved? 
 

Professor Sir Malcolm Evans Chair, of the United Nations Subcommittee 
for the Prevention of Torture 

Mariela Neagu Child’s Rights Expert, Asociatia Children’s 
High Level Group 

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, LDS 
Church 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne Chairman, AMAR International Charitable 
Foundation 
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Recommendations to create a framework to not only respond, but prevent religious persecution:  

• Offer a set of rights to vulnerable minorities in vulnerable situations which have proved to 
serve as a successful route to protect rights in the short term. However, over time, these 
protections could become a source of increased attention on a minority group and then 
become a cause of persecution, rather than a solution.  

 
• Acknowledge that the classic human rights approach is providing equally rights and freedoms 

to all individuals, however, it needs further development.  
 
Recommendation: 

- Develop new ways to bring communities together to secure their rights and prevent violations 
before they happen.  

 

 
Mariela Neagu 
 
In different contexts around the world “childhood” means different things, and yet there is a general 
interest for childhood to be protected and for children to do well as shown in the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, one of the most widely ratified UN conventions. Specifically in the Middle 
East, internally displaced children live in a vacuum, where they are separated from not only their 

Figure 2  Sir Malcolm Evans and Elder Jeffery Holland discussing the achievability of preventing religious 
discrimination. 
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families but from any institutional affiliation. Children are often sold into slavery, abused, and 
trafficked. Compounding that difficulty is that the current international framework does not apply in 
all conflicts in all states, many times leaving children in limbo, denying them the right to education, 
health, and protection from abuse.  
 
The current crisis in the Middle East has resulted in a large number of children recruited as child 
solders by ISIS. Young Yazidi women have been sold into slavery and live under the constant fear of 
rape, leading many to self-harm or commit suicide. For many, dignity is completely and possibly 
permanently destroyed.   
 
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland  
 
I must offer a severe disclaimer before I discuss this topic: I am not a woman; I have never been raped 
or seen my daughter raped; I have never seen my mother raped; I have never been stripped naked in 
a public square in front of  potential buyer; I have never been sold into slavery or depended on 
someone else to come up with the money to buy me out of  slavery; I cannot begin to understand the 
experiences of  so many Yazidis. 
 
Baroness Nicholson’s Select Committee on Sexual Violence in Conflict report sheds light on a largely 
invisible part of  war and conflict. Rape in war is considered an ancient and customary evil and so 
often compounded by other traumas and losses. ‘The brutality of  the crime is staggering.  It includes  
severe physical and psychological trauma, HIV and too often, death.  Survivors are often cast out, and 
rarely receive justice. Most victims do not report the crimes.’ In 2008, the UN recognised rape as a 
tactic of  war, proved by the 50,000-60,000 war related acts of  sexual violence in Sierra Leone and the 
estimated 250,000-500,000 female victims of  rape in Rwanda, many between the ages of  16 and 26 
years old.  An estimated 70% of  surviving women re now HIV+. 
 
Sadly, sexual violence is not limited to times of  war, as female genital mutilation, honor killings, slavery, 
pornography and sex trafficking persist in times of  peace. As religious communities and individuals, 
we must reach out with sensitivity and compassion to these women who have endured so much. Sadly, 
some religions allow and perpetuate this tragic abuse, but fortunately most faith based communities 
reject this ideology. For decades, the Church of  Latter-Day Saints has worked to help refugees, recently 
partnering with AMAR to provide vocational sewing classes and materials to help women increase 
their independence and income.  
 
An innovating idea Baroness Nicholson has raised is how religious freedom relates to the prevention 
of  violence and conflict against women. Religious rights are a human right and research shows that 
restriction on religious freedom leads to violence over religion, known as the “religious violence cycle.” 
The counter cycle is the “religious freedom cycle” which shows when you increase freedoms and have 
an increase participation in religion from individuals, it leads to positive contributions to surrounding 
communities and results in lower armed conflict and better education for women. To quote John 
Adams: “We have no government armed with power capable of  contending with human passions 
unbridled by morality and religion.” It is women, too often, that suffer from this unbridled violence. 
Religion, coupled with a need for a powerful and unique female force for good, can and should be an 
element in building better and less-violent communities. 
 
The LDS experience of  being violently persecuted resulted in forced migration, but the migration 
permitted the LDS community to grow and mature in relative isolation. 
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Baroness Nicholson  
 
To me, religious persecution follows a pattern. Those who persecute on “religious” grounds, many 
times using economic issues justified as religious, have great symmetry between them. In the plight of  
the Yazidis, the women were separated from the men and the men killed, just as in the Jewish holocaust 
and in Bosnia. The same torture, rape, reasoning, physical actions and the partition of  a particular 
sector of  society were present. Humans act along a plan, and should we not be able to look ahead and 
predict that plan? Our mission is to discover the framework of  religious persecutions that have been 
successful, in order to look ahead and stop them before they start. After 18 months of  research, we 
found undoubtedly, when persecutions happen, indications are present that should be able to prepare 
us to be ready to step in and develop a mechanism to help. I do not foresee having complete 
prevention, and we must identify the appropriate parties to conduct monitoring, but the more we look, 
the more common denominators we discover which should give us an advantage to look ahead and 
divert these crimes.    
 
We cannot divorce religion from culture, but the attacks on the Yezidis are indeed purely religious. An 
additional effect of  these attacks is a massive increase in child trafficking. Our recommendations and 
solutions should be local, not international. 
 
Panel Discussion 
 

Figure 3 Elder and Sister Holland with Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne at St George’s House, Windsor Castle during 
the conference on Religious Persecution as a Driver for Forced Migration. 

 



The AMAR Windsor Conference  

Page 33 of 66 

There is little the global community can do compared to the national level when looking to develop 
mechanisms to bring religious communities together and create change within procedural changes. 
National prevention mechanisms are the most effective as they have the local knowledge of  what is 
needed to bring communities together.  
 
Professor Sir Malcolm Evans 

I don’t believe it is possible to completely prevent religious persecution, but it is possible to do a huge 
amount more to make it unlikely and stand in its way.  
 
Baroness Nicholson  

 
 I disagree with that statement. I believe the prevention of  religious persecution is possible through 
an established rule of  law and due process as well as the establishment of  a listening system across 
communities.    
 
 

 

 
 
Professor Michael Bochmann 
 
Why is music so important? It covers two areas that are vital: 

1) The instinctive 
2) The logical 

 
We love to enjoy music. It is a form of communication with other people that brings us under one 
roof. It is also an expression of ourselves, our identity, our environment and makes us feel solid and 
in place. It combines the left brain scientific and right brain artistic sides and musicians become lateral 
thinkers. 85% of the National Youth Orchestra of Britain go on to non-musical professional careers. 
 

The Importance of Music 
 

Professor Michael Bochmann          Professor, Trinitylaban Conservatoire of 
Music and Dance 

Dr. Mamou Othman Lecturer in English, University of Duhok 

Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna              Regional Manager in Iraq, AMAR 
Craig Whittaker MP UK Member of Parliament 
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Music also promotes deep listening, and when you listen you start seeing and 
understanding things from their point of view. Music lets you access your 
heart and understand the hearts of other people. Every time you truly listen 
to something or someone different your mind expands. 
 
Music and religion are not dissimilar. If we try dissecting religion and make it 
logical it doesn’t work, and the same applies for music. But there is some 
degree of logic in both and when the two come together the biggest 
opportunity exists. 
 
Dr. Mamou Othman 
 
For Yazidis, religious music is a core part of the culture. We have music for social activities and 
festivals and believe that each Yezidi should understand our religious music. 
 
Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna 
 
Research published less than one year ago compared the impact of placebo drugs and music in treating 
mental health illnesses, and showed an impact on brain healing very close in effectiveness to anti-
psychotic drugs. 
 
Craig Whittaker MP 
 
There is fantastic evidence of what you say here in London. Magda Norris at the Big House Theater 
has brought together young people with incredibly troubled pasts, for whom our own care workers 
and social workers can do nothing. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
-     Promote and support cross-cultural and inter-faith music programmes among and between       
IDPs, host communities and international groups. 
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Monday 12 September 2016 
 

 
 
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland 
 
Professor Barry Stein has observed that refugee problems are usually seen as isolated, deviant and 
non-recurring. The consequence of this view is a failure to learn the lessons of the past and a constant 
need to reinvent the wheel.. When we relearn the lessons of the past, we repeat the mistakes, we 
blunder into the same crises and use the same erroneous ideas that continuously cause human 
suffering.  
 
The Mormon experience during the 19th Century is not the same persecution faced by the Yazidis as 
religious minorities in the current conflict, but they share some similarities. In the 1800s, members of 
the LDS Church found themselves misunderstood, persecuted, displaced, and in some cases killed. 
They fled across the country as their homes were burned, women were threatened, and men were 
beaten and killed, and were the only church that had an extermination order against them. However, 
the LDS Church today is very different, as members have integrated well into society as scholars, 
academics, business leaders and even a presidential nominee. Several factors have led to this successful 
integration: 

1. Identity and faith were key in navigating the refugee experience as members believed they 
were God’s people, understanding their persecution as a sign of their identity as God’s chosen 
people.  

2. Organization participation through the church’s centralised nature allowed members to be 
informed and engaged in civic society.  

3. Neighbour assistance and relief efforts aided the movements of church members to safety.  
4. Partitions for redress as church members hired non-Mormon attorneys to represent them, 

as well as learning the law to represent themselves and draft affidavits.  
 
How could these be applied today?  

1. Identity and faith by highlighting stories of the past from refugees’ culture and history. 
Modern day migrants bring traditions that are to be celebrated, helping cope with the present 
and anchoring the future to the past.  

2. Organization participation through contribution to the resolution of their own 
circumstance and to the shaping of their own destiny.  

3. Neighbour assistance and relief efforts by encouraging local citizens to welcome refugees 
into their lives.  

Forced migration: intervention in areas of religious persecution 
 

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, LDS Church 

Dr. Barbara Harrell-Bond Emerata Professor and Associate, University 
of Oxford 

Dr. Hussein J. Nayyaf Project Manager, AMAR 
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4. Partitions for redress by urging governments to grant greater migration rights. Today’s 
governments are not responding appropriately to the current refugee crisis and there are not 
enough safe places for refugees in today’s world.   

 
To quote Shakespeare, “One fire burns out another's burning, one pain is lessened by another's 
anguish.” 
 
Dr. Barbara Harrell Bond showed a short video entitled, “Words Matter” stressing the importance of 
understanding the difference between refugees, internally displaced people and migrants.  
 
Yazidis in Iraq are internally displaced people (IDPs) and IDPs, refugees and migrants all come under 
different laws. It is important for a population to make their situation their own responsibility and 
seek out the solutions needed. The provision of legal aid is essential to allow a refugee to present their 
testimony and make their case. Since a refugee’s testimony is subjective, a country of origin expert is 
needed to look at the refugee’s case and give expert witness testimony to provide validity and 
credibility. If a refugee fails getting refugee status, many times they are repatriated and face renewed 
persecution by local security or government forces.  
 
Dr. Hussein Nayyaf 
 
Dr. Nayyaf provided an overview of AMAR’s Combatting Religious Discrimination (CRD) in Southern Iraq 
programme.  
 
Iraq is multi-ethnic and multi-religious, and minority groups have continuously faced marginalization 
and extreme persecution. As a consequence, Iraq suffers from high unemployment, a large number of 
IDPs and refugees, violence, a lack of education, and civil war.  
 
The CRD programme comprises of three main components working towards one main objective.  
 
Objective: Combat all forms of discrimination on the grounds of religion, or lack thereof. The project 
spans over three years and aims to reach a large number of beneficiaries in Basra, Maysan and Thi-
Qar. 
 
Component One: Target Civil Society Organizations to develop a curricula on human rights, anti-
discrimination and gender empowerment.  
Component Two: Target Religious and Community Leaders, and Politicians on the same topics of 
human rights, anti-discrimination and gender empowerment to allow for increased discussions and 
the formation of a Community Forum. Each session is held in a different workshop location.  
Component Three: Train both primary school and university age students to have them better 
understand their peers . Students from minorities explain their beliefs to others to help dispel false 
thoughts about themselves and other in their groups.  
Component Four: Train government employees.  
Component Five: Hold an annual conference to discuss the programme’s achievements and lessons 
learned.  
 
Workshops are held in mosques, churches and other religious institutions to celebrate all faiths and 
religions. This allows for positive examples of peaceful coexistence. If children grow up in a culture 
of tolerance, our future will be brighter.  
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Panel Discussion 
 
As humans we are born free and we inherit our culture and religion that we are then persecuted for. 
It is an important lesson for all to understand how other communities persecuted, such as the 
Mormons, overcame feelings of anger and revenge in order to create such an organization. 
Mormons took many years to establish themselves as a community, form industry, agriculture, and 
schools. In the U.S., Mormons were allowed this privilege as most groups discussed at this 
conference do not possess. People need to be engaged in their own solutions and not count on 
governments or outside sources.  
 
H.H. Tahseen Saeed Ali  
 
I want to stress the need for someone with power to intervene to have a sizeable impact on the 
current circumstances. If there is no help from outside the Iraqi government, the Yazidis will have 
no other choice than to leave.  
 
David Kirkham 
 
As mentioned by Elder Holland, the Mormons saw themselves as pioneers traveling across the U.S. 
to new land. When a group of people are violated, they tend to cling to an identity of victimhood. 
Victimhood transformation is changing the self-perception, so people will describe themselves as 
survivors rather than victims. It is essential to keep dignity and avoid pity as the latter is not helpful 
to regain stability and remain hopeful. If a ship is sinking 100 meters off shore, Democrats throw 200 
feet of rope and cause the sinking passengers to get tangled and drown. Republicans throw 50 feet of 
rope and say “Swim a little! It’s good for you.”  
 
Yazidis hold a close relationship with the land and their shrine. 
If all are resettled out of their land, in 20 years the culture will 
be lost. The solution is to return to the Yazidis the dignity that 
has been violated. This is done by returning to their home with 
an international commitment to lobby regional and central 
governments so that Yazidis are seen as citizens and not as 
second class people.  
 
 
 

 

The Role of Faith in Healing 
 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne Chairman, AMAR International Charitable 
Foundation 

The Rt. Revd. the Lord Bishop of Derby
  

 

Dr. Peter Petkoff Law Lecturer, Brunel Law School  

 
 

"If children grow up in a 
culture of tolerance our 
future will be brighter.” 

Dr. Husssein Nayyaf 
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Baroness Nicholson  
 
A question in the minds of many people has been why AMAR, an 
NGO providing health care and education, is spending so much 
time on religious tolerance. It is because we recognise that humans 
have a spiritual life and have a holistic concern for the person, their 
family, their community and want them up and running again as 
whole people. 
 
The real reason for hostility to the Yazidis is illogical, not 
theological. 
 
 
The Rt. Revd. the Lord Bishop of Derby  
 
We make limited progress because we talk about toleration, which is a soft spirituality that we can all 
feel good about it. We think we’re making progress but underneath it the flipside, the persecution, is 
growing subtly and powerfully. 
 
“Religion” comes from a Latin word that means “bonded together” and is about identity, energy, 
value and the ability to connect with others, so there is a secular spirituality as well as a religious one. 
 
What’s interesting is that slavery and sustainability are words that trigger something in human beings. 
There is a spiritual bond that tells us we shouldn’t enslave neighbours and destroy the planet. A 
spiritual society recognises that we must always defer a final solution. We get so hung up on answers, 
conferences and government strategies. There will never be an answer, but there is a spiritual space 
that we can inhabit to make things happen.  
Many of us are called into silos that mete out religious persecution. This is often not religiously based 
but in defense of our bloc. Over time religion has built up a lot of baggage in the form of defensive 
systems so I think it may be too late for religion to lead the spiritual revolution in the 21st century. 
 
The majority always has a strong fortress that it lives in, which makes it more difficult to let down the 
barriers. The minority has an interest in letting them down. We must give persecutors confidence to 
not be nervous, frightened, and defensive about preserving what they have got. There are common 
things, how do we find the space? 
 
Like St. Paul, we have to be prepared to be knocked over, look up and accept all sorts of people and 
political ideologies not in our temple. 
 
 
Dr. Peter Petkoff 
 
I am very sympathetic to transitional justice, but I am not sure the answer is trying to find a common 
language, grammar of consent and spiritualities in a context like the Middle East where religion is 
divisive. It may work in European churches but are the kind of safe spaces for dialogue available in 
the Middle East? 
 

"There will never be an 
answer, but there is a 
spiritual space that we 
can inhabit to make 
things happen.” 

The Rt. Revd. the  
Lord Bishop of Derby 
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Expecting Yazidis to be recognised as a state religion is not the most effective strategic goal. It would 
be better to convince stakeholders that Yazidis have a right to be who they are and utilise a set of legal 
human rights tools which help people to overcome their differences.  
 
The Rt. Revd. the Lord Bishop of Derby  
 
I agree with you, we must work with and look to other operators to build not just a grammar of 
consent but acceptance as a human being. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
-   Be humble in our acknowledgement that there is no perfect solution and that actors in each context 

should be encouraged to inhabit a common spiritual space. 
-   Utilise domestic and international legal human rights tools to promote and enforce acceptance of 

Yazidis. 
 
 

 
 
Canon Dr. Edmund Newell 
 
The situation the Yazidis face requires a theological and an educational response. These are not the 
only responses, but one small part of the jigsaw. 
 
The accusation that Yazidis are devil worshippers is used as a pretext for persecution. Education is 
needed at two levels: 
1. Education of the General public to dispel the accusations of devil worship. 
2. Involve Yazidis as bigger players in large interfaith networks. 

Forced migration: religious persecution post-conflict - how to build a tolerant and 
violence free society in the aftermath of religious conflict 
 

Canon Dr. Edmund Newell                      Principal, Cumberland Lodge 

Dr. Mamou Othman                                 Lecturer in English, University of Duhok 

Dr. Peter Petkoff                                   Law Lecturer, Brunel Law School                                                          

W. Cole Durham Jr.                                  Founding Director, International Center for 
Law and Religion Studies, Brigham Young 
University 
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Interfaith dialogue is notoriously difficult to do effectively. It is very 
easy to get liberally minded people of different faiths together, look 
at their commonalities and all agree that life is great. But we rarely get 
to nitty gritty issues. 
 
A rare example of success was the Abrahamic group set up by the 
Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harris, which did not duck differences as 
well as commonalities and thrashed out hard theological issues of 
doctrine and belief within the Christian, Islamic and Jewish 
perspectives. The key to this effort is: 
 
1. Curiosity. A genuine interest in finding out other people’s perspectives; 
2. Friendship. If we are friends and share a common humanity we are in a better position to 

disagree; 
3. Humility. This is often lacking when people of faith come together because they feel 

defensive about the exposure of their deeply held beliefs; 
4. Honesty. 
5. Respect. 

 
Based on these principles, next week we will hold an interfaith dialogue at Cumberland Lodge with 
the aim of producing a short document providing an accurate understanding of the Yazidi faith and 
articulating how Yazidis deal with: 

- Theology of evil – reconciling the existence of evil in the world when we believe in a 
good God. 

- Polytheism and how God’s interaction with the world is expressed. 
- The role of texts and written scripture within different faiths. 

 
Dr. Mamou Othman 
 
We believe that scripture is not just from a prophet, but that words from a holy man are also from 
God. We reunify the spirit of God with the spirit of human beings 
 
Dr. Peter Petkoff 
 
Cultural heritage protection has two key paradigms: 

1. Theological aspect 
2. Legal aspect 

 
Cultures can engage in dialogue confidently by knowing where they stand rather than being made 
compatible with a wider agenda that third parties may consider to be more appropriate. At times like 
this the Yazidis are under great danger not only from Daesh but third parties trying to make them 
look more palatable to the people they coexist with. 
 
The LDS Church had to change its theology more than once to be accepted within the U.S. 
Religious freedom proponents believe this is a huge tragedy. 
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We mustn’t put too much pressure on people to change their heritage at 
times of crisis.  
 
When we listen to our Yazidi friends, I am fascinated by how they 
articulate belonging and world views as a form of storytelling. We need 
to capture this now, rather than later, because later may be too late. 
 
There is a Moroccan saying: “When historians tell lies, a library burns” 
 
The UN Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage has not 
done much good nor saved much cultural heritage, but it is nonetheless symbolic. Cultural heritage is 
linked to sustainability and development. A number of armed forces are building up cultural heritage 
units, and engaging with the topic in a much more sophisticated way in the context of armed conflict. 
There is also an increasing number of projects where combatants as non-state actors are engaging in 
protection of cultural heritage. 
 
Cultural heritage has become increasingly linked to international crimes. The International Criminal 
Court (ICC) recently heard a landmark case regarding the destruction of cultural heritage in Timbuktu. 
Lawyers have also tried to link destruction of cultural heritage with genocide. Like the Martin 
Niemoller quote, we must speak up for the Yazidis now. 
 
W. Cole Durham Jr. 
 
The question becomes: how do we overcome the politics of fear? I have been worried for a very long 
time about the prosecution of fear. The group in power steps 
down and suddenly becomes the persecuted. Power inherited is 
new and corrupting, and laced with fear that a counter-
revolution will come. Many Syrian groups sincerely believe that 
if they lose they will die. 
 
Utah is the only US state with a majority religion, and 
Christianity is one third of the global population, but even in 
majority positions we feel threatened. Americans all feel threatened. Because of our differences, people 
feel at risk and the cycle of persecution repeats. We say “Never Again”, and yet end up saying “Not 
Again”.  
 
There are situations where you have to defend democracy and religion from things that will destroy 
it, such as Hitler. But we have also learned that we can have very broad and welcoming regimes that 
make room for all kinds of people. 
The people who drafted freedom of speech and other UN conventions were not starry eyed idealists. 
They just came out of the Second World War. Freedom of religion statutes recognise that it is 
something that has limits, for example, if there is a threat to public safety. Religion is like human love 
– it doesn’t always have a great track record. 
 
But you must have some sense that the other will let you live in your place. From there we can start 
talking to other people and have the spaces that the Bishop of Derby was talking about. 
 

 "We say ‘Never again’, 
and yet end up saying 
‘Not Again’” 

W. Cole Durham Jr.  
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I am conscious that one of the conversations we must have is with people in the secular towers. They 
are the power brokers, are quite skeptical of religion, and are surprisingly willing to persecute religion. 
 
We need to avoid counterproductive solutions. There is a tendency for power ministries to let religious 
people lead things until it gets serious, then they take over and tend to overcompensate. 
 
The religious dimension is critical to human development and we must have ways to protect this space. 
Really freedom of religion is protecting the space where dialogue can happen. 
 
Dr. Mamou Othman 
 
As Nietzsche put it: “All of life is a will to power and a struggle of the sexes”. It is this cancer that is 
at the heart of society. We are either an invader or a usurper. There is nothing in between. 
 
W. Cole Durham Jr. 
 
There have been 23 truth and reconciliation commissions across the world and about one of them has 
worked, in South Africa, largely because of the remarkable personalities of Nelson Mandela and 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. The real dilemma is that if you allow people to confess and be let off, 
there is a residual sense of injustice. But if you are too insistent on justice and not reconciliation, then 
the peace effort may go on for generations. 
 
You need to find a just peace that touches people’s heart or it won’t be stable. It’s amazing how much 
a few organised people can do. 
 
 
Dr. Peter Petkoff 
 
There is a difference between Transitional Justice (TJ) and Restorative Justice (RJ). A big problem is 
that lots of projects use Christian terminology for reconciliation in which forgiveness plays a large 
part. It works in South Africa and North America but has not worked well in Guatemala. Forgiveness 
is not an obvious way to engage with perpetrators of different religions. 
 
One has to find a grammar of consent, ground rules and grassroots tools where people find a way to 
agree on terms of engagement. TJ and RJ initiatives are limited and highly contextual, but alongside 
other initiatives they would help greatly to create the safe spaces to 
meet and talk about things we can’t normally engage with. 
 
The problem is not whether the Yazidis are monotheists or not. The 
problem is that they should be respected regardless. Mormons in the 
19th Century US didn’t respond to opponents that they were 
theologically right, they said that they had a right to preach as 
protected by the US constitution. It is an important and positive case 
for persecuted communities. You don’t have to engage in theological 
debate, you just have to use the tools that strengthen your position. 
 
Canon Dr. Edmund Newell 
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Restorative justice in a situation of rape is extraordinarily difficult and can cause more psychological 
trauma on the part of the victim. 
 
 

 
 
Baroness Nicholson  
 
The Bishop and I were selected to sit on the Prevention of Sexual Violence in Conflict select 
committee, looking at violations and perpetrated crimes by all parties, across several religions. The 
committees discussed the terrible physical abuse of vulnerable men, women, boys, girls all over the 
world, throughout history.  

Many perpetrators sought to assault, decimate and exterminate communities by targeting women and 
children. Women were often the victims of rape in war, but men were as well. One session, three 
Yazidi women came to tell their story.  

After we submitted the report to the current government, they sent an official response adopting 
several of our recommendations. Now we are tasked with one more official debate on 10 October 
2016. Our next steps include: 
 

1. Creating an All-Party Parliamentary Group to tackle sexual violence in conflict.  
2. Create a campaign.  
3. Select two or three proposals the government carefully chose from our findings and develop 

an additional report on those conclusions to encourage the government to act swiftly.  

 
 The Rt. Revd. the Lord Bishop of Derby  
 
Sexuality is a powerful currency for evil in our world. The Yazidi situation is an example of how it is 
used as a weapon. Crimes often occur due to a lack of judicial process and a lack of sufficient evidence. 
The UK government hopes to train judiciaries to increase sensitivity to this topic area. Constitutional 
law or international law does not have much legitimacy. Sexual violence and religious persecution are 
both ways to destroy someone’s identity, and now in a world where we are all obsessed with our own 
identity through social media, it is important to address and learn how someone regains their identity. 

  

The International Government Response 
 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne Chairman, AMAR International 
Charitable Foundation 

The Rt. Revd. the Lord Bishop of Derby  
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Tuesday 13 September 2016 
 

 
 
Damon Parker  
 
It is difficult to give justice for crimes committed during war, but we must try. We cannot just label 
them casualties of war.  
 
Questions for the panel: 

1. Who should prosecute: The International Criminal Court (ICC)? An ad hoc tribunal? An Iraqi 
court? 

2. What would the aims of the tribunal be? 
 
There are political barriers to all options. Genocide is recognised as a crime by the U.S., the UN, the 
British government and others but nothing has been done about it. The UNHCR supports credible 
prosecutions to fight impunity – remind soldiers that they are not protected from prosecution if they 
violate human rights – but finding a body and designing a system are great challenges.  
 
Due to the volume of crimes, many have to be dealt with locally – the UK can help with training and 
providing support to Iraqi police, judge and prison officers. Furthermore, the timing of prosecutions 
is important – it can’t be too fast and sensational but neither too long. There could be also a political 
effect of prosecution - if done right, they could bring sides together.  
 
As far as the effect for Yazidis is concerned, it will always be political. The example of South Africa 
and its Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) proves that show trials must be avoided and that 
the political aims and legacy of prosecutions must be taken into account.  
 
Moreover, it is important that the restitution of property rights includes investment. Post-conflict 
reconditions will rely on Yazidi landowners getting their land titles, as we learn from Oklahoma 
Supreme Court Justice Kauger on Native American land rights  
 
Anything Iraqi judicial authorities do now will cast a long shadow. The 1970s cast a long shadow – 
relocation of Yazidis from land and no documentation to prove their land ownership. The 2005 
constitution inadvertently makes it harder to resolve. 
 

Conflict aftermath: justice for victims of conflict 
  

Damon Parker Trustee, AMAR 
James Prothero Paralegal, Harcus Sinclair LLPB 
Eric Tippeconnic Professor of History, California State 

University Fullerton 
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The UN Habitat report recommends that Yazidi cases are to be separated from Article 140 cases (the 
overall Iraqi-Kurdish settlement of governance in Nineveh, Kirkuk, and Diyala provinces) and that 
the Yezidis should be granted their rights as soon as possible. Mr. Parker noted the potential for 
mismanagement from state guardianship. 
 
James Prothero 
 
What is needed from prosecutions: 
 

1. The prosecutions need to be established in court of law in Iraq – as it happened for Saddam 
Hussein’s trial who was judged by an Iraqi Special Tribunal (IST) established in cooperation 
with the U.S. and other international parties. Past experience shows it is preferable for people 
to be tried by their peers than by an international body, since one’s peers are more trusted. 
Also, the proceedings should be televised, as in the Saddam trial, so that those hurt and who 
had fought for him are able to see proceedings. The response to these crimes should be local, 
as Malcom Evans noted earlier. International bodies can give funding, support and 
infrastructure to local system but it must be the local system that delivers justice. 

2. The prosecutions must be timely. Yazidis want to return to their land. Their faith is linked to 
their land and they desperately want to go home and have access to their temples. They don’t 
have the same opportunity to worship when displaced. Infrastructure issues such as rebuilding 
roads and towns, education systems and rights of title and land ownership need to be resolved 
in parallel with the judicial system 

3. Justice needs to be sought in line with rule of law. The goal is a harmonious society. Religious 
and ethnic persecutions happen when rule of law is abandoned. “Equal concern and respect” 
are needed. 

 
Barriers: 
 

1. The international court system lacks the infrastructure to process the number of cases. The 
international court system’s funding should increase or its remit should be reduced.  

2. There is a lack of international appetite to seek justice for the Yazidis. There is also a lack of 
action and response at an international level. All should consider ways we can seek justice for 
the Yazidis. 

3. The weakness of the ICC. 118 signatories to Rome Statute established it. The difficulty for the 
Yazidis is that neither Iraq nor Syria are signatories. ICC has no jurisdiction to prosecute - 
caveat that prosecutor has invited further evidence to be presented to the court on whether 
crimes committed were national or by another state which is a signatories. Otherwise ‘personal 
jurisdiction’ must be sought. 

4. Due process must be given due consideration. One cannot talk about Rule of Law without 
the human rights of individuals –not just victims but also the accused. In putting the Camp 
Speicher accused to death, due process was not followed: there were no alibi witnesses, no 
evidence was presented, and there was an average of two minutes consideration per person. 
This was a “show trial” by the Iraq government and exemplified the court system at its worst. 

 
Eric Tippeconnic 
 
I am a member of the Comanche nation. My father is Comanche and my mother is Danish. Much of 
the Comanche historical background is told through art and storytelling, as I do through my art. The 
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Comanche were different than other tribes because they took advantage of new technology and 
techniques brought by Europeans, including the horse, which was used as currency and a measure of 
wealth within the Comanche nation.  
 
In the late 19th century, the U.S. government restricted the Comanche to a reservation. The 
Comanche’s land was thus reduced from 240,000 square miles to just 4,000 square miles and the 
reservation became a geographical prison. When a young Comanche stole a herd of Army horses to 
sell in Texas, he was thrown in a stone-house guard house for his crime – a stone house written as 
Tipperconnic.  
 
My grandfather was the first Comanche to graduate college, and the first Indian of any tribe in Arizona 
to get a master’s degree. My grandfather was able to use the system of the coloniser to gain a platform 
for his own people. My father followed my grandfather by gaining an education and helped gain federal 
recognition status for first nations.  
 
By 1900, there were less than 300,000 Indians and we were nearly extinct, but now there are nearly 3 
million, but we were nearly extinct. Into the 1970s, forced sterilizations were performed at Indian 
hospitals, and sexual violence against indigenous women continues. Nuclear testing on reservation 
land, mostly underground, have seeped into groundwater and continue to cause cancer. In our nation’s 
capital we have a football team called the “Redskins,” a term originating with payments for Indian 
body-count in colonial times. 
 
I say to the Yazidis, keep telling your stories, singing your songs and keep your culture alive. They can 
take your land and kill your people, but they cannot kill your mind or your stories.  
 
 
 

 
 
Sharon Eubank  
 
I originally planned on speaking about education but actually I want to discuss what I have heard here 
this week that is inspiring and has made me feel useful in my own work as director of outreach. 
Something to be asked is: “What can be done on the individual level as they wait for solutions and 
justice to take place?” 
 

Conflict aftermath: reconstruction and what is essential in the road from survival to 
development in terms of education and reinforcement of identity 
  

Sharon Eubank Director, LDS Charities 
Professor Paul Kerry Associate Dean of Undergraduate Education, 

Brigham Young University 
Rabbi Shlomo Farhi Director, Chazak 
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During World War II, the Nazis bombed Rotterdam and almost totally destroyed it, at least in a 
structural sense, to try and break the spirit of the city, and diminish Dutch people’s trust in others. 
But this attempt failed: the buildings might be destroyed, but the people’s inner infrastructure survived. 
My interest is how we can rebuild the inner infrastructure so people can take advantage of the external 
structures that exist to help them find justice and redress.  
 
Psychosocial well-being in camps is one example of how this is shown as two problems: 

- Those coming to camps who suffer trauma. 
- Those who have been there for a long time and suffer from hopelessness.  

 
Many living in camps experience their crisis in two phases: 

1. Acute Crisis Phase – the need for water, food, shelter 
2. Stabilization and Recovery Phase – attempting to cope, difficulty in establishing and 

maintaining relationships, a loss of confidence, loss of dignity, shame and feeling out of 
control.  

The need to develop a “now-what” perspective can stimulate unprecedented growth in survivors. 
There are two paths people take after that to dictate their future, asking themselves either:  

- “Why did this happen to me?”- Where they are stuck in a cycle of helplessness and dwell on the 
current circumstance.  

- “What can I control?” -Where they focus on the present, setting goals and meaning-making.  
 
A challenge to all: think about one thing you can do personally and one thing your organization can 
commit to do. LDS Charities is committed to work on creating safe spaces and schools in Sinjar. My 
commitment is to learn.  
 
 
Dr. Paul Kerry  
 
Listening to Mozart’s Ave Corpus Verum moved me to consider our inhumanity and our ability to 
recover from it.  The Holocaust exemplifies the inhumanity, and the subsequent German desire to 
atone and make reparation exemplifies the recovery. Lives cannot be replaced but the hearts of 
survivors and aggressors and the children of both can be melted and turned toward each other, as was 
done in Germany.. 
 
Rabbi Shlomo Farhi  
 
If you speak from a place of humility, you only speak about what you know. I have been asked to 
address identity as a key to development. There is no such thing as a path that does not come from a 
previous paradigm. Children are undeniably marked by the family life they were exposed to. The 
beauty of this conference is we are not looking to deal with the problem others may deal with, but 
looking to how we can learn from the past to move forward.  
 
I am reminded of my father in Syria in the 1970s when a young extremist shot rocks at my father’s 
head with a sling shot as he walked down the street. My maternal grandfather was eight years old when 
German soldiers came into the house and beat his family.  
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I am the child of refugees. What I would have given to have someone stand up for us back then. The 
word “amar” in Hebrew means “to say,” but softly. If identity allows people to move forward, it is 
crucial to build tomorrow. It is more about the younger Yazidi generation to create an identity they 
can carry on.  
 
Victims happen because of conflict, but survivors are born from the same conflict. If you see yourself 
as a victim and seek eternal reparations, you will wallow in self-pity and never leave that place. Sure, 
we in the West could step into a conflict and provide clothing and money, but ultimately at the cost 
of their identity. Sometimes your identity is bound up with your land, but you don’t always get the 
opportunity to go back and therefore see a way forward where you can find success. 
 
I hope to speak to a new generation softly, about a way forward, not about seeking revenge. The 
greatest gift I know to strengthen the Jewish identity is to show them the past, as you cannot move 
forward without knowing the past. We have a chance to give these young people an identity and the 
ability to move forward, record their stories, share them on social media, strengthen and share their 
identity.   
 
A lack of contact with the outside world is the only thing that allows Stockholm syndrome to take 
hold. I hope between our collective efforts we find hope for the Yazidis in Sinjar, or wherever they 
wind up, retaining their own sense of self with pride. 
 
 
Panel Discussion  
 
David Kirkham  
 
International tribunals have a point, but tribunals should focus on international human rights. One 
needs to have a sense of identity, but some aspects of identity should be let go so you are not fighting 
the same war decades later. How do we encourage people to hold firm to what is right and let go to 
parts of their identity that may be harmful to others? 
 
Rabbi Farhi  
 
Hitler played off Prussian pride to gain support leading up to World War II, and being able to pick 
positive aspects from one’s identity is important. In the case of the Yazidis, they are not the aggressor 
and in order to fight and survive, you have to have a reason and something to pull on.  
 
Dr. Mamou 
 
I would like to tell an anecdote of two small Yazidi boys who were forced by ISIS to convert to Islam. 
One, his name was changed to Mohammed, and he would only answer to Mohammed, not his original 
given Yazidi name. The other young boy, after returning to his Yazidi family, would still wake up every 
morning to pray, as he feared ISIS would kill him if he did not. You cannot make the claim that all 
Sunnis are ISIS, but how do we cope with a culture that sees their culture as black and white? With 
Christianity, they made changes in a reformation, but Islam has yet to go through that reformation. 
The Quran may not be altered, but decision makers should enact reforms to ensure they protect 
minorities or else minorities will be isolated and forced out.  
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Richard Crow 
 
I would like to describe the programmes of the AMAR Foundation in Iraq. AMAR’s purposes there 
are to rebuild the lives of people hurt by poverty and conflict. AMAR serves them with primary health 
care, provision of clean water, education on topics ranging from basic literacy and numeracy through 
job skills, democratic practice and human rights. AMAR is the principal health care provider for three 
displaced persons camps in northern Iraq housing predominantly Yezidis. Besides health and skills 
training, AMAR has created a unique psycho-social support programme for Yezidi women and girls 
who were brutalised by ISIS. 
 
AMAR’s unique service model is characterised by a 100% Iraqi force of staff and volunteers in Iraq, 
and by reliance on the volunteer spirit and professionalism of Iraqis. AMAR provides a way for 
American and British donors to help Iraqis in need through the work of their fellow Iraqis. 
 
Sharon Eubank 
 
I will describe priorities and projects of LDS Charities in Iraq and review the history of LDS Charities’ 
cooperation with AMAR on projects starting with neonatal resuscitation and moving on to wheelchair 
provision and construction and operation of a clinic. AMAR and LDS Charities share the goal of 
restoring peace and hope in Iraq. 
 
Son of Prince Tahseen 
 
I would like to first thank the organisers of the conference for their work on behalf of the Yezidi 
people.  I would now like to review the history of the Yezidis before describing the Yezidi experience 
since June 2014, an experience of dispossession, humiliation, brutal mistreatment of women and girls, 
and murder. Seen as a whole, ISIS’s treatment of the Yezidis is an act of genocide.  
 
Dr. Othman  
I want to reiterate the rights of the Yezidi people to practice their ancient faith in peace. Many Yezidis 
desire to return to the Sinjar region and to their religious center of Lalish, but only if their life there 
can be secure. 
 
 
Rapporteur Panel 
 

Pointing the Way Ahead  
  

          Richard Crow                    AMAR Chief Executive 
        Sharon Eubank                  Director, LDS Charities 
        Hazem Tahseen Saeed      Son of Prince Tahseen 
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Alastair Niven introduced the rapporteurs (Christopher Kyriacou and Rob Dolan) to the Conference. Chris Straub 
presented AMAR’s report of the conference (above) and requested comments. Apart from one request to have the 
report in hard copy, there were no comments. 
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ANNEX A - CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  
 
Saturday, 10 September 

10.00 Arrival of participants 

13.45-13.50 Introduction:  
Baroness Nicholson of  Winterbourne  
Chairman, AMAR International Charitable Foundation 
 
Video Message from Baroness Anelay of St. Johns 
Minister of State for the Commonwealth and the UN at the Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
and Prime Minister’s Special Representative on Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict  
 

13.50-14.00 Welcome to Windsor Castle and St. George’s (on behalf of Her Majesty The 
Queen): Admiral Sir James Perowne KBE 
Constable and Governor of Windsor Castle 
 

14.00-14.15 Opening Statement: Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne 

14.15-14.25 Administrative Brief: Richard Crow 

14.25-14.30 Introduction to the papers: Dr. Alastair Niven 

14.30-15.45 ‘Relig ious persecution: The reality’ 
14.45-15.30 – H.H. Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali: The current situation of 
the Yazidis. 
15.30-16.00 – Dr. Theodore Zeldin 
A human rights response 
 

16.15-18.00 ‘Relig ious Persecution: What can be learned from a history of violence and 
reconciliation’ 
 
Panel Chair: Dr. Alastair Niven 
 

Dr. David Kirkham: De-legitimisation of intolerance: A humanitarian 
and human rights perspective 
 

Rev. Ruth Scott: 
Conflict as a result of religious persecution 
 

Dr. Richard M. Benda: 
Rwanda after Genocide: Religion in reconciliation  
 

Panel Questions 
 

18.30-20.30 Welcome Reception  
Sunday, 11 September 
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11.30-13.00 Awareness Briefings 
 
Panel Chair: Richard Crow 
 

11.30-12.00 – Dr. Nezar Ismet Taib 
The current IDP situation in Duhok and surrounds. 
 
12.00-12.45 – Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna 
AMAR camp study survey presentation. 

14.00-15.30 ‘Relig ious Persecution: Prevention of relig ious persecution – can it be 
achieved?’ 
 
Panel Chair: Dr. Alastair Niven 
 

Professor Sir Malcolm Evans: 
A global perspective on torture and the limitations of the UN. 
 
Mariela Neagu: 
Conference backfround paper on children’s rights. 
 
Elder Jeffrey R. Holland: 
The role of religious freedom in promoting women’s rights and liberating 
them from violence (including sexual violence) and religious 
discrimination and its violent impact on society. 
 
Baroness Nicholson of Winterborne 
 
Panel Questions 

 
16.00-17.00 ‘The importance of music’ 

 
Panel Chair: Vesna Popovski 
 

Professor Michael Bochmann MBE: 
The importance of music in areas affected by persecution and its role in 
identity reconstruction with particular reference to the Yazidis 
 
Panel Questions 

20.15-20.30 Pre-dinner speaker: 
 
Craig Whittaker MP (TBC) 

Monday, 12 September 



The AMAR Windsor Conference  

Page 53 of 66 

09.00-11.00 ‘Forced migration: Intervention in areas of relig ious persecution’ 
 

Panel Chair: The Rt. Revd. The Lord Bishop of Derby 
 

Dr. Barbara Harrell-Bond 
Refugee Studies Centre information portal, refugeelegalaidinformation.org 
 – a resource being developed for lawyers who represent refugees seeking 
asylum around the world 
 

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland 
How the Latter-day Saints survived persecution and displacement, only to 
then integrate successfully into the broader society. 
 

Dr. Hussein J. Nayyaf 
Combatting religious discrimination in Iraq: A study of success 
 

Panel Questions 
 

11.30-12.30 ‘The role of faith in healing’ 
 

Panel Chair: Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne 
 

The Rt. Revd. The Lord Bishop of Derby  
A spiritual approach to healing societies affected by religious persecution 
 

13.30-15.30 ‘Forced Migration: Relig ious persecution post-conflict. How to build a 
tolerant and violent free society in the aftermath of relig ious conflict’ 
 

Panel Chair: Dr. Mamou Farhan Othman 
 

Canon Dr. Edmun Newell 
Reconciliation: how to work with different faiths. 
 

Dr. Peter Petkoff 
 Protection of religious/cultural sites. 
 

W. Cole Durham, Jr.  
 

Panel Questions 

16.00-17.00 ‘The international government response’ 
 

Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne, UK House of Lords. 
Committee on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
 

19.30-20.00 Pre-dinner speaker:  
Baroness Helena Kennedy of The Shaws Q.C – ‘Human Rights and the 
Law’ 

Tuesday, 13 September 

http://www.refugeelegalaidinformation.org/
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9.00-11.00 ‘Conflict aftermath: Reconstruction and what is essential in the road from 
survival to development in terms of education and reinforcement of 
identity’  
 

Panel Chair: Richard Crow 
 

Sharon Eubank: 
Conflict aftermath: Rebuilding durable interiors. 
 

Damon Parker: 
A response to conference background papers by Justice Yvonne Kauger 
of the Oklahoma Supreme Court and by James Prothero, AMAR 
researcher Leader on litigation 
 

Eric Tippeconnic: 
The American First Nation experience.  
 

Professor Paul Kerry: 
The German experience 
 

Rabbi Shlomo Farhi: 
Identity as a key to development: A Jewish perspective. 
 

Panel Questions 
 

11.30-12.45 ‘Pointing the way ahead’ 
 

Panel Chair: Dr. Alastair Niven 
 

Hazem Tahseen Saeed 
 

Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna 
 

Richard Crow 
 

Panel Questions 
 

14.00-16.00 ‘Rapporteur Report’ 
 

Panel Chair: Dr. Alastair Niven 
 

Chris Straub 
 

Christopher Kyriacou 
 

Robert Dolan 
 

 
Wednesday, 14 September 
09.00-11.00 Departure  
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ANNEX B- Guest list of Reception Participants 
 
Reception on Saturday 10 September 2016 
 

Dr. Nezar Abdullah Sharon Eubank Mysa Kafil-Hussain Mr. Peter Petkoff 
Seyed Yousif Abdual-
Qassim 

Edna Fernandes Elder Patrick Kearon Alan Phillips 

Malcolm Adcock Chris Frost Mrs. Jennifer Kearon Lyndsey Phillips 
Sharon Adcock Stephanie Gibbons Dr. Paul Kerry Vesna Popovski 
Hussein Al-Uzri David Gibbons Dr. David Kirkham James Prothero 
Dr. Richard Benda Ashley Goodall Olga Konstantinova  Laura Puddefoot-

Knaggs 
Douglas Benedict Jamie Hacker-Hughes Christopher Kyriacou Mr. Saeed Qasim 

Hasoon 
Marley Billings Mr. Jameel Suleiman 

Haider 
Isabella Librando Irfan Rajput 

Michael Bochmann Tara Haig Peter Middleton Muneera Lazim Sachit 
Margaret Casscells-
Hamby 

Dr. Barbara Elaine 
Harrell-Bond  

Dr. Ali Nasser 
Muthanna 

Prince Tahseen Saeed 
Ali 

Hannah Caswell Lorraine Harris-Young Muneera Naseer Natasha Saroca 

Mohammed Charchafchi Ms. Carol S. Hartman Dr. Hussein Nayyef Revered Helen Ruth 
Scott 

Rajhan Charchafchi Ms. Faheema Hassan 
Saleh 

Dr. Mariela Neagu Mr. Chris Straub 

Robert Cole Elder Clifford 
Herbertson 

Dr. Alastair Niven Mr. Hazim Tahsin Saeed 

Jennifer Copeland Julie Herbertson Canon Edmund Newell Prof Eric Tippeconnic 
Richard Cotton John Hoffmire Catherine Nicholls Craig Whittaker 
David Creer Shelley Hoffmire Mark Nicholls Elaine Whittaker 
Joan Creer Elder Jeffrey Holland Baroness Emma 

Nicholson 
Maurice Wren 

Richard Crow Sister Patricia Holland Hans Nijkamp Theodore Zeldin 
Mrs. Alshek Delven Peter Hunt Mrs. Helen Niven  
Robert Dolan  Amro Hussain   
Jillie Drucker Mark Jenner Dr. Mamou Othman  
Stephen Drucker Dale Jones Mr. Farooq Khaleel 

Othman 
 

Prof. W Cole Durham Simon Jones Ian Patterson  
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ANNEX C- Guest list of Dinner Participants 
 

Dinner on Tuesday 13 September 2016 
 

Dr. Nezar Abdullah Elder Clifford Herbertson Lyndsey Phillips 
Malcolm Adcock Julie Herbertson Robert Phillips 
Hani Akkawi Elder Jeffrey Holland Laura Puddefoot-Knaggs 
Dhia Al-Saffar Sister Patricia Holland Mr. Hazim Tahsin Saeed 
Dr. Richard Benda Tony Howell HH Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali 
Marley Billings Amro Hussain Ms. Faheema Hassan Saleh 
Roisin Blake Jill Johnson  Mr. Chris Straub 
Michael Bochmann Elder Paul Johnson Professor Eric Tippeconnic 
Caroline Brooks Sister Patricia Holland Peter Weir 
Louise Brown Tony Howell Katie Welsford 
Alys Brown Amro Hussain Craig Whittaker 
Diann Burke Jill Johnson Karen Wilmott 
Dr. Lee Burke Elder Paul Johnson Gavin Wishart 
Hannah Caswell Mysa Kafil-Hussain  
Mohammed Charchafchi Dr. Paul Kerry  
Robert Cole Alastair King-Smith  
Richard Crow Christopher Kyriacou  
John Curtin Isabella Librando  
Inas Dair Khalid Mahmood MP  
Hani Damirji Ms. Mariah Mercer  
Maha Damirji Christophe Michels  
Mrs. Alshek Delven Dr. Ali Nasser Muthanna  
Robert Dolan Muneera Naseer  
Sharon Eubank Dr. Hussein Nayef  
Shlomo Farhi Dr. Alastair Niven  
Ashley Goodall Cihan Nezir  
Jamie Hacker-Hughes Hadi Nezir  
Mr. Jameel Suleiman Haider Baroness Emma Nicholson  
Dr. Barbara Elaine Harrell-Bond Dr. Mamou Othman  
Lorraine Harris-Young Mr. Farooq Khaleel Othman  
Ms. Carol S. Hartman Mr. Peter Petkoff  
Mr. Saeed Qasim Hasoon Alan Phillips  
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ANNEX D Conference Papers - Precis 
 
Yazidians philosophical approach to the matriarchal phenomena in the Ezidian religion 

This paper draws attention the central place of women in Ezidian (Yazidi) religious culture.    Examples 
of this are described: Khatuna Fakheer, Stiya Es, Stiya Taus, Sitya Zeen, SityaArab, Pira Fat, Mian 
Khatun.  The continuing value of women in modern Yazidi society derives from the goddess status 
of these predecessors.  Women enjoy equality with men and some have become leaders. 

Statement about the visit of Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne and Richard Crow, Chief 
Executive of AMAR Foundation to Prince Tahseen Saeed Ali, the Prince of Yazidis all over the 
world 

This is an account of the meeting in Hanover between Baroness Nicholson and Richard Crow from 
AMAR and the Prince of the Yazidis in July 2016.  Plans for the forthcoming conference in Windsor 
Castle were discussed.  The position of women in Yazidi society was also addressed, with the Prince 
condemning all kinds of violence against women.   

A Project of Reviving Yazidian Religious Music 

Music plays a key role in Yazidi culture.  The instruments for this music – Daf and Shabab – are unique 
to the community and accompany religious celebrations, dances and ceremonies.  This paper outlines 
a proposed project to revive and protect Yazidi culture, which has been gravely threatened by ISIS, 
through a 90 day programme of classes and performance at Khanke camp in northern Iraq.   

Dr Mariela Neagu 
 

Internally displaced children lack not just belonging to a state but also institutional affiliation and are 
condemned to an in limbo status, reflecting a gap in the provisions of international law. They are not 
covered by the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child provisions for refugee children because 
they do not have a refugee status as foreseen by the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. 
Moreover, the international bodies responsible for observing the implementation of the human rights 
conventions appear paralysed and unable to respond to the IS crises and protect the child victims. If 
nothing else, the IDP children need their communities back, the places where they can be children 
again. 
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Dr Ali Al Muthanna Conclusions  

Iraq is witnessing a worsening economic conditions exacerbated by overwhelming insecurity and 
instability of political conditions. Conflicts and combat of armed terrorist groups all are persistent 
problems that consume the national budgets and deprive the needy people from essential services.  

The outstanding problem of displaced people represents a challenge to both national efforts and 
international interventions aiming at relieving the situation or at least mitigate the size of suffering.  

Based upon the results of this survey, the displaced community is generally having the characteristics 
of the original community as well as the host community. This is evident from the similarity in age 
and sex structure. However, ethnicity is different and this is an expected difference.  

Muslims (59%) and Yazidis (37%) constitute the majority of the IDPs. Muslims are concentrated in 
Babylon, Najaf and Bahraka accumulations while Yazidis are mainly found in Mamilian and Khanka. 
Christians also exist (4%) but they are only a minority. 

Nationality of IDPs varied according to location. Five nationalities were detected one of them, Yazidi, 
is intermingled with religion. Yazidi, as a nationality appeared mostly in Mamilian. Kurdish nationality 
is centered in Khanka (77%) and to a less extent in Mamylian (16%). Shabak represent the least 
nationality that appeared in this survey (less than 5%) and they are scattered over the five location 
except Babylon. Arabic nationality is the predominant (29%) and only found in Najaf (21%) and 
Baharka (79%). Tukmani nationality lies second to Arabic (26%) and mostly present in Babylon (63%) 
and Najaf (37%). 

Thirty two percent of those having cars retained their cars in the new community.  Basic household 
assets are generally deficient. However, more than 70% of families have no stoves nor air-conditioner 
devices. There are some 30% of families have no refrigerators.  

Houses or shelters in Mamylian and Khanka are basically tents. In Babylon, more than 87% reside in 
houses made of bricks. Those are mostly rented houses, schools, empty governmental facilities or 
mosques. In Najaf, 53% are tents while in Baharka 11% are tents.  

Overall satisfaction about housing is less than 10%.  

There are diagnosed deficiencies in infrastructure with electricity and safe water are predominant. 
Even those who has water through national grid, they need aids to transport water from a single source 
to groups of houses and less than 30% of respondents are not sure about safety of water they consume.  

Latrines and cleanliness of latrines are additional challenges. Only 55% of families have latrines 
available with no need to use shared latrines with other families. This problem is predominant in 
Khanka and Mamylian apparently because of the use of tents.  
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Sewage disposal and solid waste management are outstanding problems across the five locations 
involved in this survey with variation in severity.  

Satisfaction about existing health care services is fair, however, there is a huge demand relative to the 
existing scarce resources.  

Illiteracy is a problem and is expected to hinder the employment where unemployment in turn has a 
prevalence of around 40%.  

Recreation, music and art teaching, sports and other youth affairs are grossly hidden because of the 
overwhelming priorities to basic life needs.    

More than 50% of pupils and students could not join their schools for the last year. Causes are mostly 
related to distance and low economic class of families. Those who succeeded in joining schools were 
complaining from crowding and poor conditions of schools.  

 
Literature Review for the Conference ‘Religious persecution – Driver for Forced 
Migration’  

We start with the premise that ensuring religious freedom for all groups in any society is vital in eliminating 
religious persecution and conflict. We analyse the role of government, social movements, cultural context, 
informal institutions and religion itself and their actions which could lead towards religious persecution. In the 
second part of the review we address post-conflict plan and its legal, political, economic and cultural levels.   

Communism and its Destruction of Christianity in Romania 

The Romanian communist state understood the importance of the Romanian Orthodox Church and 
the Greek Catholic Church in preserving Romanian national identity in the nineteenth and twentieth 
century. It also understood that different religious denominations in Romania retained the allegiance 
of the Romanian population. The Romanian Communist Party while officially condemning religious 
worship, tolerated it according to its own interpretation of the Constitution and the Law on Cults, 
which could differ at times. All legalized religious denominations in Romania were subjected to the 
strict state control and censored. Those which were not legalized were persecuted by the state. 
Legalisation and the treatment of different denominations depended on how useful they were for the 
regime’s domestic and foreign policy 

 

Reparations for Indigenous Peoples 
 
Precis of the Paper presented by Justice Yvonne Kauger of the Oklahoma Supreme Court 

Native American history in the United States has some definite similarities with the Yazidis. Some of 
these similarities include, but are not limited to the following:  
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1. Both live in tribes.  

2. Both have an ethnicity which have unique cultural and religious roots which differs from 
“traditional” European or American ancestry.  

3. Both have been forced to migrate from their homelands.  

4. Both have been targeted by governments, whether currently or historically, for 
persecution.  

5. Both have experienced death at the hands of their enemies. 

The Key Case is the Cobell Settlement, which lasted 13 years, and recognised the mismanagement 
and Indigenous Trust money and resultant poverty of Native Americans.  Sums involved are $1.6 
and $1.9Bn.  

The relevant cases are: 

1. United States ex rel. Standing Bear v. Crook. 25 F. Cas. 695 (C.C. D. Neb. 1879)…………1.  

2. The Case of Standing Bear: Establishing Personhood under the Law By Joe Starita, University of 
Nebraska…………………………………………………………………………………….9.  

3. Peace is Not The Absence of Conflict, But the Presence of Justice By Reid C. Pixler, Northern 
Illinois University Law Review………….…………………………………………………….17.  

4. Cobell Settlement Finalized After Years of Litigation: Victory at Last? By Borrke Campbell, 
American Indian Law Review…………………….………………………………………….74.  

5. Cobell Settlement: Who are the Real Winners? Published on Indian Country Today Media 
Network.com…………………………………………………………………………………89.  

6. An American Tradition: The Religious Persecution of Native Americans By John Rhodes, 
Montana Law Review………………………………………………………………………… 91.  

7. 42 U.S. Code §1996a --- Traditional Indian religious use of Peyote………………………….151.  

8. An excerpt from: William Bradford,” With a Very Great Blame on Our Hearts: Reparations, 
Reconciliation, and an American Indian Plea for Peace with Justice,” 27 American Indian Law 
Review 1-174, 19-75 (2002- 2003)……………………………………………………………153.  

9. America’s True History of Religious Tolerance 5 ©AMAR ICF 2016 By Kenneth C. Davis, 
Smithsonian Magazine October 2010…………….............................................................................166.  

10. Dollar General Corporation, Et.Al. Petitioners v. Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians, Et. Al., 
579 U.S. ____ (2016)………………………………………………………………………….168. 

 
 



The AMAR Windsor Conference  

Page 61 of 66 

Yazidis in Gernmany since the 2014 Genocide – Dr Paul Kerry and Sonja Wiencke 
 
120,000 Yazidis lived in Germany before 2014, since when another 40-60,000 have moved there. This is over 
10% of the worldwide population.   As one of the largest diaspora centres, Yazidis were attracted to 
Germany, to be with family, friends and co-religionists, and have sought asylum in increasing numbers 
over the last few years.   
Since 2014, the German legal system has recognised the Yazidis as a specifically threatened group to 
support asylum applications and refugee status from Islamic State.  Application of this has been 
inconsistent, nor did the recognition of genocide provide any special treatment. 
The Oldenburg Yazidi Centre, with regional Government funding, provides support network, 
covering psychological assistance, asylum and orientation to Germany.  
Baden-Württemberg has taken above its quota of refugees, as it regards supporting vulnerable women 
and children as its contribution to the fight against Daesh.  This was specifically aimed at the 
vulnerable, found in northern Iraq, rather than those still with the energy and money to find their way 
into Europe.  There were, however, questions on the cost-effectiveness and value-for-money of the 
program’s delivery.  1100 traumatised women and children moved into, principally, Baden-
Württemberg in 2015.  All such refugees received a 2 year permit, with automatic extension.  The 
Yazidi community in Iraq made a special effort to reassure the emigrating refugees that they would 
always be a part of the wider Yazidi community.  
Education programs within Yazidi communities had been especially enthusiastically embraced.  
The Institute for Migration and the state ministry report that the children were quickly integrating into 
the German education system.  The women, however, particularly the older ones, were facing 
significant challenges – especially to build trust with other people.  
Generally, the Yazidi community was slowly reaccepting abused women.  But the refugees behaviour 
remains in ‘survival mode’.  This could be challenging for support staff, as the refugees remain quite 
demanding.  The refugees perspective was a) this was the 73rd genocide b) it was ongoing, with relatives 
still held by Daesh and c) the support of the Germany diaspora helped in the acceptance of the abuse 
women.  
90% of the relocated women could not envisage returning. This was mainly due to the continued 
existence of Daesh and the lack of security. 
Germany had waived its usual restrictions and funded military aid to the KRG.  This was much 
appreciated by the Yazidi community in Germany.  There are also significant aid projects in northern 
Iraq. This included pre-packed shelters, tents, medical care, emergency relief and education projects.  
The paper identified a gap in providing long term or complicated psychiatric treatment in northern 
Iraq.  The Germans were funding an Institute of Psychotherapy in Duhok. From October 2016.  
A documentary explaining the plight of the Yazidis had been made in German.  
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ANNEX E - Table of Historical Comparison 
 

 Native American 
1500-1890 

Huguenots 1572 Armenia 1915-22 Holocaust 1941-45 Bosnia 1995 Yazidis 2014- 

Killing 
members of 
group 
 
(categories 
based on 1948 
Int’l 
Convention of 
Prevention & 
Punishment of 
the Crime of 
Genocide and 
the 1998 
Rome Statute 
of the Int’l 
Criminal 
Court) 

European interaction 
with indigenous 
populations reduced 
these from ca. 80 
million to 250,000 
through disease, 
massacres, slavery, 
resettlement, 
intertribal conflict, 
etc. U.S. America native 
population experienced 
some systematic military 
massacres at Sand 
Creek, Bear River, 
Washita River, 
Wounded Knee, etc. 
and also forced 
migration and 
resettlement away from 
sacred sites. 

40,000-80,000 
Huguenots (French 
Calvinist Protestants) 
butchered by decree 
and mob violence. 
French Wars of Religion 
between 1562-98 ended 
by Edict of Nantes 
(1598). Revoked by 
Crown in 1685 
Huguenot churches and 
schools closed, 
conversions forced and 
ca. half a million 
Huguenots expelled 
through forced 
migration. 

1.5 million of 2 million 
Armenian Christians 
murdered in Ottoman 
Empire by systematic 
massacres conducted 
by Committee for 
Union and Progress. 
Persecution also 
included destruction 
worship sites, forced 
conversion, migration, 
conscription, and exile. 

6 million Jews 
murdered 
through ‘the 
systematic, 
bureaucratic, state-
sponsored persecution 
and murder of six 
million Jews by the 
Nazi regime and its 
collaborators’ through 
death camps, killing 
squads, gas chambers, 
malnutrition, science 
experiments, death 
marches, and exhaustion 
through slave labour. 
Places of worship 
destroyed. 

 8,000+ Bosnian 
Muslim men and boys 
murdered 
systematically by 
Bosnian-Serb military 
(Army of the 
Republika Srpska) in 
UN safe havens 
Srebrenica and Zepa. 
The wider ethnic 
cleansing campaign 
(1992-95) resulted in the 
deaths of 100,000 
Bosnian Muslims and 
Croatians.  

3,000 Yazidi men 
systematically 
murdered by Daesh at 
Sinjar and Kocho, with 
5,000 Yazidi dying in 
total and at least 5,000 
women and girls forced 
into sex slavery, elderly 
lost, children forced to 
be IS fighters. Yazidis 
forced from ancestral 
lands and sacred sites. 

Causing 
serious bodily 
or mental 
harm 

During the 1800s, the 
bodies of Native 
Americans were 
sometimes mutilated 
upon capture, either 
living or dead.  

The mutilation and 
display of Huguenot 
bodies was practiced, 
disemboweled, with 
their entrails displayed, 
as a symbol of their 
uncleanliness.  
 

Ottomans mutilated 
bodies of living 
people. Chopping off 
limbs and disfiguring 
face. Bodies were 
burned and Armenians 
underwent other 
tortures. 

Jews were routinely 
humiliated and beaten 
in civil society and in 
camps. Various 
tortures, physical and 
psychological were 
used in camps 
including working 
until exhaustion and 
death. 

Many bodies from the 
Srebrenica massacre 
were bound and 
mutilated before they 
were killed. 

Many female captives 
of IS rather commit 
suicide than continue 
to live in deplorable 
conditions as sex slaves. 
Women are 
psychologically tortured 
and boys are turned 
against their families. 
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 Native American 
1500-1890 

Huguenots 1572 Armenia 1915-22 Holocaust 1941-45 Bosnia 1995 Yazidis 2014- 

Deliberately 
inflicting 
conditions of 
life calculated 
to bring about 
torture, 
physical 
destruction in 
part or whole 

The Cherokees 
Indians were exposed 
to extreme cold, 
hunger and disease on 
their forcible expulsion. 
Other tribes suffered 
deprivations and 
resettlement lands were 
often harsh. 
 
 

Huguenots were 
forced to migrate in 
extreme weather 
conditions. 

Armenians were 
tortured and forced 
into death marches to 
death camps and 
systematically 
destroyed by the 
State. 

Nazis camps were 
designed to wear 
down, torture, 
exhaust, and 
systematically 
exterminate Jewish 
people. Cattle car 
deportations where 
many died or suffered 
illness. Death camps 
and death marches. 

 IS fighters trapped 
more than 50,000 
Yazidis on Mount 
Sinjar and allowed 
extreme exposure and 
starvation to destroy 
them. 

Imprisonment 
or other severe 
deprivation of 
physical liberty. 

Indigenous 
populations enslaved. 
American colonialists 
used Indians as slaves in 
earnest after the 
Powhatan Uprising of 
1622. 

In 1754, 73 Calvinists 
were imprisoned or 
sent to the galley for 
gathering to worship. 
Some Huguenots and 
their sympathizers 
were imprisoned and 
tortured for their 
beliefs.  

The Deir ez-Zor 
camps housed 
Armenian refugees in 
the Syrian desert. 
Around 30,000 
Armenians were housed 
in and around the Dier 
ez-Zor camps, while 
others were driven 
towards Damascus.  

The Nazis and its 
allies created more 
than 40,000 camps to 
house Jews and other 
minority groups, 
including 6 
extermination camps.  

10,000 men from 
Srebrenica kept in 
holding sites before 
being massacred.  

As of 2014, estimates 
of 3,500 Yazidi women 
are still in captivity. Men 
are forced to work on 
infrastructure projects, 
while boys are held in IS 
training camps. Any 
who attempt to leave 
are severely beaten or 
shot. 

Imposing 
measures 
intended to 
prevent birth 
within group: 
euthanasia, 
rape, sexual 
slavery, 
sterilization, 
forced 
abortions. 

During Colonization, 
women were targeted 
to be raped or killed as 
a means to decrease 
population. 
1970s US – at least 
3,000+ Native 
American women are 
forcibly sterilized.  

Huguenot women 
were raped. 

Systematic use of 
genocidal rape against 
entire villages. Women 
raped, forced into 
prostitution, and often 
died from prolonged 
sexual abuse. Children 
systematically destroyed. 

Medical researchers 
used Jewish women 
for sterilization 
experiments. Jewish 
women were raped. 

Estimates of around 
20,000 women raped, 
with the majority being 
Muslim. These victims 
continue to suffer from 
PTSD and other mental 
and physical difficulties 
from past traumas to 
this day. 

Women assigned 
price and sold into sex 
and domestic 
slavery—rape is used as 
weapon of genocide to 
destroy Yazidi women, 
families, kinship & 
community. Forced 
abortions. 
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 Native American 
1500-1890 

Huguenots 1572 Armenia 1915-22 Holocaust 1941-45 Bosnia 1995 Yazidis 2014- 

Forced 
Immigration 
including 
forcible transfer 
of group’s 
children 

The Indian Removal 
Act is notorious 
example  of forced 
resettlement. 16,000 
Cherokee removed by 
force, 4,000 died 
underway. 3,000 
Seminoles massacred. 
Creek tribe alone lost 22 
million acres in Georgia, 
Alabama. Children 
taken from parents.  

400,000 Huguenots 
forced to flee France 
to escape persecution 
and death. 

Armenians arrested, 
deported, forced into 
death marches, and 
executed in Syrian 
desert in 1915. 

Millions of Jews 
forced from civic, 
professional, economic, 
and social spheres of life 
in effort to make 
Europe ‘Judenrein’. 
Jews forced to resettle 
in reservations and 
ghettos and then to 
concentration, and 
death camps, death 
marches. Children taken 
from parents. 

More than 20,000 
civilians expelled from 
Srebrenica and 
surrounding areas. 

An estimated 500,000 
refugees have been 
displaced due to IS’s 
campaigns against the 
Yazidi. Some Yazidi 
“converted” to Islam, 
only to be forcefully 
relocated to different 
cities. During the 2014 
IS Sinjar invasion, 
150,000 Yazidis fled 
their homes to escape 
imprisonment and 
death. Children taken 
from parents. 

Justice Indian Claims 
Commission and the 
U.S. Court of Claims 
administer reparations 
through land, cash, 
tribal recognition. US 
Senate passed resolution 
on apology. Cobell 
Settlement (Dept of 
Interior) involves fund 
payments: scholarships, 
individual payments, 
land settlement. 

 Ottoman Courts-
Martial established by 
Ottoman Empire to 
prosecute massacres of 
Armenians (and Greeks) 
from 1915-18, yet those 
who committed 
genocide were not 
prosecuted and new 
Turkish gov’t pardoned 
them.  
Germany, France, 
Argentina, Canada, 
Russia recognize the 
Armenian genocide. 

International Military 
Trial (IMT) held at 
Nuremberg (1945-46) 
and later other national 
trials to prosecute for 
war crimes and crimes 
against humanity and 
euthanasia.  

ICTY: International 
Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia 
since 1991 est. by UN 
Resolution 827 with 
jurisdiction over 
breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions, violations 
of the laws or customs 
of war, genocide, and 
crime against humanity. 
 
 

Scattered recognition 
of Yazidi genocide: 
OHCHR panel, 
European Parliament, 
Lithuanian Parliament 
Resolution, U.S. House 
of Representatives 
Resolution & U.S. Sec. 
of State, etc.   
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LAUDATE 
for Elder Jeffrey Holland 

Given by Baroness Nicholson of Winterbourne, at the end of the closing dinner. 

Through a long career of public service and contributions to education, Elder Holland has always 
made the dignity of humankind the epicentre of his purpose and vision.  One is struck in this year of 
the 400th anniversary of the death of the world’s greatest writer, William Shakespeare, of words from 
his great history play Henry V:  ‘So work the honey bees, creatures that by a rule in nature teach the 
act of order to a peopled kingdom’.  The bee metaphor applies in conflict situations especially.  As 
the Arabic proverb says, ‘When you shoot an arrow of truth, dip its point in honey’.  Elder Holland 
has the industry and the creativity of the worker bee, but he is also a king if not a queen among 
them.   He always remembers Leo Tolstoy’s precept that ‘One can no more approach people 
without love than one can approach bees without care’.  In the context of this conference, where we 
seek to find justice and reparation for victims of conflict, his dedication and concern are equally 
inspiring. 

I believe that Elder Holland must have been reading the ancient stoic Seneca, who reminded us that 
‘we are members of one great body.  Nature planted in us a mutual love, and fitted us for a social 
life.  We must consider that we were born for the good of the whole.’  Elder Holland acts on that 
precept, reaching out to his fellow Mormons, to all Americans, and across the world to the whole 
human race.  That is why he spares time to be with us for the whole duration of this conference at 
Windsor Castle, where our subject is the fate of some of the most abused and disadvantaged people 
in the world. 

As Shakespeare once again puts it, in the closing lines of The Comedy of Errors, ‘We came into the world 
like brother and brother/And now let’s go hand in hand, not one before another’.   It is this ability to treat all 
human beings as equals, the responsibility of each and everyone of us, which has guided all Elder 
Holland’s work.  We acknowledge it with respect and affection. 
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Figure 4   Elder and Sister Holland with the Rt Revd Lord Bishop of Derby, and Baroness Nicholson of 
Winterbourne. 
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